


■ Kabul rebels fire at planes 

KABUL (AP) — Dissident rebels Sunday tried to shoot down two dvifian 
jetUneis as they took off front the city's airport, the government said. 
Defence hfinsny sources. said as many as 50 rockets fell around the joint 
tnJEtaiy-ctviKan airport as the Ariana Airlines planes departed for 
Peshawar. Pakistan, and New Delhi. India. Some missiles also stemmed 
into the grounds of the presidential palace in central Kabul, but no -one 
was injured Of fulled, according to the sources. President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani's government Mamed forces loyal to Heztx-IsUuni, a faction 

that h as th reatened to down any ctviBan airliner arriving or leaving KabuL 
Hie threat prompted the government to ground all Ariana flights for 
nearly two weeks. Sunday's attack was the heaviest in Kabul since a 
national council of tribal eiders and religious leaders voted to keep Mr. 
Rabbam' in office for two more yean. But half of the 10 major rebel 
leaders who fought for 14 years to end communist rale opposed I*. 
Rabbam s re-election, churning it was rigged, and threatened to resume 
the ctyfl war that has already left the nation in rums. 
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Qadhafi in Egypt for talks on Lockerbie 

CAIRO (AP) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi Sunday arrived in 
Egypt for talks with President Hosni Mubarak likely to focus on Libya’s 
standoff with the West. The government-run Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) said Colonel Qadhafl arrived to the Al Salloum border post 
where he stopped for tea at a tent that was pitched there to receive him. 
He then left for the Mediterranean town of Marsa Mairouh, 200 
kilometres to the east, where he was expected ro meet with local officials, 
the agency said. It said he was -to leave for Alexandria Monday and then 
go to Cairo where he would meet Mr. Mubarak. MENA did not specify 
when the meeting will take place. There were no details about how Col. 
Qadhafi, whose country is under an air embargo, arrived in Egypt. But on 
previous visits, the Libyan leader has driven to the Egyptian border from 
the closest airport at Tobrak, 130 kilometres away. The U.N. Security 
Council imposed air, diplomatic and arms sanctions on Libya on April 15 
to force it to surrender to the United States or Britain two alleged 
intelligence agents charged with tile Dec. 1988 attack on Pan Am 103 over 
Lockerbie. Scotland. 
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U.S. hits Baghdad with cruise missiles 


Defiant Saddam says battle far from over on second anniversary of Gulf war 


Iraqi jet downed in north; 
Baghdad alters compromise 
offer, abandons police posts 



Tbotsands of lraqps Sunday stage a defiant demonstration on the second anniversary of the start of the 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE UNITED STATES laun- 
ched another attack on Iraq Sod- 
nay, two years to the day after the 
Gulf war began in the allied effort 
to force Baghdad to relinquish 
Kuwait. 

Busts of anti-aircraft fire lit up 
die night sky over the Iraqi capit- 
al after days of confrontation 
over U.N. “no-fly” zones and 
enforcement of U.N. resolutions. 

The attack, during President 
George Bush's final week in office, 
followed a series of skirmishes in the 
aerial exclusion zones, including one 
in which an Iraqi plane was shot down 
in northern Iraq earlier Sunday. 

It followed what appeared to be 
Iraqi concessions on two issues of 
contention — U.N. flights to Iraq and 
abandoning border posts now Inside 
what the U.N. considers as Kuwait. 

Officials in Washington said the 
attack included Tomahawk cruise 


missile hunched against an alleged 
Iraqi nuclear weapons development 
target near Baghdad. 

That was intended “to ensure that 
Iraq never again acquires weapons of 
mass destruction.’' White House 
Press Secretary Marlin Fitzwater said. 

“United States Tomahawk cruise 
missiles today attacked a nuclear fab- 
ricating plant near Baghdad, Iraq, 
which is part of hs weapons of mass 
destruction programme. This plant 
made components for Iraq’s nuclear 
enrichment programme, including 
parts of its electro-magnetic isotope 
separators which Iraq has used in its 
programme to create nuclear 
weapons,” Mr. Fitzwater told repor- 
ters at the White House. - 

Mr. Fhzwater said he (fid not know 
if the attack on the Zaafaraniyah 
nuclear site — the second Western 
attack on Iraq in the last five days — 
bad destroyed the facility. 

The spokesman would not say how 
many of the cruise missiles were' 
launched or from where they origin- 
ated but television reports 40 


were launched from naval vessels in 
the Red Sea and the Gulf. 

No U.S. aircraft were involved in 
the attack, Mr. Fitzwater said. 

Cable News Network (CNN) 
broadcast five scenes of anti-aircraft 
guns going off in the night sky, much 
tike the night two yean ago whoa the 
Gulf war began. Explosions could be 
.heard in the background. The guns 
fen silent after about half an hour. 

Later. CNN reported that what one 
witness described as “a rocket” had 
struck the Af Rasheed Hotel, the 
home of Western journalists in Bagh- 
dad, and that a civilian female kitchen 
employee had been killed. Three 
others were injured. 

One witness said “huge great balls 
of smoke” could be seen near the 
.Baghdad Conference Palace — which 
is still being repaired after being hit in 
the Gulf war. 

Witnesses said that the presidential 
palace on the banka of the Tigris 
River had been sealed off. 

President Bush was still at his 
Camp David. Maryland, retreated 
with Canadian Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney. 

Mr. Fitzwater said there had been 
numerous consultations between the 
administration and a representative 
of President-elect Bill Clinton, who 
was due to arrive in Washington later 
Sunday for festivities leading up to 
Wednesday’s inauguration. 


Goff war (AFP photo) 

Speaking on U.S. television, Clin- 
ton spokesman George Stephanopo- 
lous said: 

‘Saddam Hussein must comply with 
U.N. resolutions. He must abide with 


international standards. If he doesn't 
he will have to pay the consequ- 
ences.” 

Mr. Stephanopolous said Mr. Clin- 
ton “will do what is necessary to 


enforce United Nations resolutions.” 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
read a brief statement on Baghdad 
television and radio in which be called 
for retaliation saying “strike them; 


this is the day of confrontation.” The 
speech appeared to be meant as a 
signal that President Saddam, who 
had been meeting with his comman- 
ders, was unharmed in the attack. 

“Attack them wherever you find 
them. God and his agents ana believ- 
ers will be satisfied with you,” said 
the Iraqi leader. 

“Attadc them. God is with you. 
Glory to our martyrs. Long live Iraq, 
symbol of the mujabedeen.” 

A statement from London said 
Prime Minister John Major's govern- 
ment “fully supported” the missile 
attadc. The French defence ministry 
said France did not take pan and that 
it was "an American operation.” 

Earlier, the United States said an 
American jet shot down an Iraqi 
plane in the “no-fly” zone of northern 
Traq , as President Saddam threatened 
a “final and decisive chapter” in his 
conflict with the West. 

“The aggressors will fail in their 
evil purposes this time again,” Presi- 
dent Saddam said in a defiant speed) 
marking the second anniversary of 
the start of the Gulf war. 

Mr. Fitzwater confirmed that an 
American F-16 jet had downed an 
Iraqi MiG-29 over the zone set up in 
1991. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) said 
the Iraqi plane was shot down as it 
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‘Missiles 
did not hit 
nuclear site’ 

THE CRUISE missiles fired at 
Baghdad hit a mechanical en- 
gineering plant and not a nuc- 
lear site, Cable News Network 
(CNN) quoted an Iraqi state- 
ment as saying Sunday. 

The network said the state- 
ment, from the Iraqi Informa- 
tion Ministry, said the plant 
makes molds and dres. The 
White House said earlier that 
the plant, 20 kilometres from 
Baghdad, was a nuclear fabri-> 
eating plant which made com- 
ponents for nuclear weapons. 

At least three people were 
killed during the aerial attack 
on the Iraqi capital, a hospital 
doctor said. 

“I know of three dead and 
19 wounded in my hospital 
alone,” doctor Fawzan Al 
Naim, head of suigery at Bagh- 
dad’s Yarmouk Hospital, told 
Reuters. 


Tourabi denies army 
council to go soon 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s 
Islamic leader Hassan Tourabi 
■has denied saying his country's 
military rulers will step down 
soon, a suggestion which caused 
uncase among government offi- 

- dais and set Khartoum buzzing 
with speculation. In a statement 

^ carried by government newspap- 
ers and broadcast on radio and 
television, Mr. Tourabi said Reu- 
ters misquoted him when it re- 
ported him as saying the Revolu- 
tionary Command Council 
(RCC) would dissolve itself in a 
matter of weeks or months. “I 
explained that the RCC has re- 
mained a symbol of the revolu- 
tion ... and is a guarantee of the 
constitutional destiny (which) will 
carry out its function and finish its 
term. 1 did nor estimate this in 
months,” Dr. Tourabi said in the 
statement. 

Sharaa visits Italy 

~ DAMASCUS (AP) — Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk Al Sbar- 
aa left for Rome Sunday on a 

i three-day official visit to urge 
Itafian and Vatican officials to 
increase their role in the Middle 
East peace process. In a depar- 
ture statement, Mr. Sharaa said 
he would brief his Italian counter- 
part, Emilio Colombo, Pope 
John Paul II and other leaders on 
Syria’s stand on various develop- 
ments in the region. 

UAE paid $10 bin 
Gull war costs 

ABU DHABI (AP) — The Un- 
ited Arab Emirates paid 55 bil- 
lion dirhams (nearly $10 billion) 
as its contribution towards the 
cost of the Gulf war, according to 
a central bank report released 
Sunday. It was the first official 
account of the federation’s ex- 
penditure on the crisis. The cen- 
tral lank said the country paid 
14.2 billion dirhams (S3.86 tnl- 
Son) in 1990 and 20.8 billion 
dirhams (S5-66 billion) in 1991. 
The overall costs included aid to 
Arab and foreign countries to 
compensate them for economic 
losses caused by the crisis and 
spending on the military and 
humanitarian assistance, Uie re- 
port said, without providing a 
breakdown. 

. Rally held in support 
oflraq 

AMMAN (Petra) — A public 
tally was held Sunday at the 
Palace of Culture in Amman to 
va&.support for Iraq and to call 
for an end to the embargo im- 
posed on Iraq by the U.N. since 

. y rts Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

- Participants ro the rally, which 

- washed to mark the start of the 
Gulf war, called on the Arab 
Natkyn io unite and heal rifts. 
Speakers criticised the West’s 
“double standards” in im- 

.< plementing U.N. Security Coun- 
cil Resolutions. 


Musa makes little headway in 
efforts to end expulsion crisis 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa Sunday prop- 
osed compromises to defuse the 
crisis over the expelled Palesti- 
nians, but his meetings with 
Israeli leaders apparently ended 
mconduszvely. 

The Egyptian proposals “have 
been met with an open mind,” 
Mr. Musa said after a one-hour 
talk with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. “With this I don’t 
mean I want to say that the prime 
minister has accepted this or that 
idea.” » 

Mr. Rabin implied there was 
no breakthrough- “Certain ideas 
were brought by the foreign 
minister. As you know the gov- 
ernment of Israel slides to' its 


resolutions, to its decisions,” 
Mr. Rabin £aid at a joint news 
conference with Mr. Musa. 

Neither gave details. However, 
Mr. Musa quashed speculation 
that Egypt would take the evic- 
tees until their two-year term of 
exile is up, saying: “What we are 
working for is for them to return, 
not to come to Egypt.” 

Israel expelled 415 Palestinians 
from the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip Dec. 17. 

The group is stranded in a tent 
camp in South Lebanon. 

The expulsions have been con- 
demned worldwide, and the U.N. 
Security Council has demanded 
the men be repatriated. 

Domestic opposition also re- 
mains vigorous. On Sunday, civil 


.rights attorneys aigued before a 
seven-judge supreme court pane! 
that the evictees’ rights were 
violated because the government 
expelled them in haste, sidestep- 
ping normal appeals procedures.. 

. Attorney General Yosef Harsh 
countered that the men were riven 
.the right to appeal retroactively 
and that 16 expelled in error can 
reran) immediately. 

Foreign legal experts in attend- 
ance said Mr. Harsh was im- 
plying the population was not 
entitled to protection trader foe 
Geneva convention on treatment 
of dvitians in occupied territory. 

(Continued on page 2) 


U.S. could hand over to 
U.N. in Somalia in 2 weeks 


‘Settlements 

expanding’ 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — 
Israel's Peace Now movement ac- 
cused the government Sunday of ex- 
panefing Jewish settlements in the 
occupied West Bank. 

“The Peace Now settlement watch 
committee has found some new con- 
struction sites in several locations in 
the West Bank. This is a blatant 
violation of the government’s own 
commitment to block further de- 
velopment beyond 11,000 units,” it 
said. 

Israeli housing ministry spokesman 
Yotam Navin denied the Peace Now 
report.” 

Peace Now said 36 new apartments 
wete built in Itamar settlement near 
Nablus and preparations were being 
made for more than 68 apartments in 
Naale near Ramailah and Tdem near 
Hebron. 

It also accused the government of 
wasting money on new roads in the 

(Continued on page 5) 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
The United States could hand 
over command of peacekeeping 
troops in Somalia to foe United 
Nations in two weeks’ time, a 
military spokesman said Sunday. 

"We feel we’re rapidly 
approaching the point where 
we’ll be able to make a very 
smooth handover to foe United 
Nations command that’s going to 
follow ns,” Marine Colonel Fred 
Peck told a news conference. 

“We are perhaps only a matter 
of a couple of weeks away from 
being at that point.” 

Col. Peck, the chief military 
spokesman for U.S. forces in 
Somalia, said foe American-led 
task force had successfully estab- 
lished eight humanitarian relief 
centres in the famine-bit interior. 


“The tough not still is here in 
Mogadishu,” he said, adding that 
Marine Major General Charles 
Wilhelm, commander of opera- 
tions in the capital, had “given 
himself a goal of achieving rela- 
tive calm and stability here by the 
end of the month.” 

He said 850 Marines, the first 
big trait to leave Somalia since the 
task force arrived on Dec. 9, 
would start flying to their base in 
Camp Pendleton, California, 
Tuesday. 

About 900 Australian troops 
are replacing the Marines in the 
famine town of Baidoa. 

Robert Oakley, Washington’s 
special envoy to Somalia, said last 
week the U.S. will keep a “very 
large presence” in Somalia after 
handing over military command 
to foe U.N. 


Evictees 
mark one 
month 
in exile 

MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Palestinians expel- 
led by Israel marked their fust 

month of exile in southern Leba- 
non Sunday by marching towards 
Israeli lines and staging a protest 
sit-in. 

Abdul Aziz Rantisi, a Gaza 
'Strip physician who is the men’s 
spokesman, said after the evic- 
tees returned to their camp: “The 
march ... symbolises our rejec- 
tion of the expulsion orders and 
our determination to return 
home.” 

The Israelis in their self- 
designated “security zone,” an 
occupied border strip, fired on 
the evictees when they staged a 
similar march last month, wound- 
ing four. 

There was no shooting this 
time. But there was also no sign 
of a breakthrough in the impasse 
between Lebanon and Israel over 
the men’s plight. 

The Palestinians were expelled 
by Israel Dec. 17 in ostensible 
retaliation for the slaying of six 
Israeli troopers by suspected 
Muslim fundamentalists. 

Israel accuses the men, all from 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza, being supporters of the 
fundamentalist Hamas and Isla- 
mic Jihad movements. 

Lebanon, saying it will not 
become a “dumping ground" for 
Palestinians expelled by Israel, 
refused to accept the tnen. 

Israel refuses to take them 
back, even though the mass ex- 
pulsion has jeopardised the U.S.- 
sponsored Arab-lsraeli peace 
talks. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Deputies raise uproar over 
American attacks on Iraq 


By Ayntan Al Safadf 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Members of the 
Lower House of Parliament Sun- 
day described the Jan. 13 U.S. air 
strike against Iraq and the House 
entrusted its Foreign Affairs 
Committee with drafting a state- 
ment condemning what some de- 
puties described as “barbarous 
aggression” aimed at stifling the 
rebuilding process in foe war- 
ravaged country. 

The House also decided to 
convene a special session to dis- 
cuss deputies' demands that Jor- 
dan withdraw from the Arab- 
lsraeli peace talks and Parliament 


protest the U.S. air raid on Iraq 
at international organisations as 
well as a call on the Arab League 
to initiate reconriliatory efforts 
among Arab states. 

The decision came after many de- 
puties made strong statements in sup- 
port of Iraq and characterised the 
United States as the major enemy of 
the Arab World. 

Calling on the House to condemn 
“the barbarous aggression on Iraq.'’ 
Deputy Fares Al Nabulsi contrasted 
the swiftness of American action to- 
wards Iraq with Washington’s silence 
on Israel’s violation of United Na- 
tions Security Council resolution de- 
manding the repatriation of over 400 
Palestinians it expelled on Dec. 17. 

Deputy Husni Al Shiyab proposed 
that the House issue a statement 


exposing the “double standards” of 
the United States, which, he said, 
launched the attack on Iraq without 
Security Council authorisation. 

“The statement should condemn 
the United States' position on the 
(Palestinian) evictees.” he said, 
pointing to U.S. threats to veto any 
U.N. move to activate Article VII of 
its charter and enforce sanctions on 
Israel for refusing to abide by Secure 
*ty Council Resolution 799 on the 
lied P a lesti n ians, 
ying that the United States is the 
“obvious enemy' of the Arabs, Depu- 
ty Hussein Mjalli questioned the 
viability of continuing the U.S.- 
sponsored Arab-lsraeli peace talks. 

Muslim Brotherhood Deputy 
Abdullah Al Akaileh demanded that 

(Co ntinued on page 2) 



Communist Party gets licence 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Interior Sunday granted a li- 
cence to foe Jordanian Commun- 
ist Party after it “pledged full 
compliance with the Jordanian 
Constitution and laws,” Interior 
Minister Jawdat Sboul 
announced. 

Last month, the ministry re- 
jected the party’s application for 
official recognition, saying its 
ideology and aims were incom- 
patible with the Kingdom’s Con- 
stitution. 

Over the last three weeks, poli- 
tical parties and human rights 
organisations have protested foe 
ministry decision and urged the 
government of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker to offi- 
cially recognise the Communist 
Party. 

“We were informed that our 
party will be licensed," said 


Yacoub Zayadin. general secret- 
ary of the party. 

Or. Zayadin said be had re- 
solved “misunderstanding” over 
his party’s platform during talks 
with the government. 

“They were concerned about 
some articles in foe party’s con- 
stitution but it is no longer a 
problem,’' Dr. Zayadin said. 

Jordan has so far licensed six 
parties since it lifted a three- 
decade-old ban on political par- 
ties last year. The new law re- 
quires prospective parties to have 
no foreign organisational and 
financial links and to respect the 
Monarchy, the Constitution and 
recognition of Islam as foe state 
religion. 

The communists, banned for 
four decades, came out of foe 
shadows under a new law permit- 


ting a multi-party system. 

It took effect Sept. 1. 

Apart from the state-controlled 
economic system espoused by the 
communists, which is at odds with 
Jordan's entrepreneurial system, 
their secular Marxist philosophy 
is also out of step with a constitu- 
tional provision that stipulates 
Islam as foe state religion. 

Dr. Zayadin said: “We're con- 
tent with the ministry's decision.” 

He said the party was legalised 
after several meetings with a min- 
isterial committee headed by 
Sharif Zeid. 

Last month, the Ministry of 
Interior rejected applications for 
licences by two leftist groups — 
because their manifestos ■ were 
also considered at odds with the 
Kingdom’s Constitution and 
laws. 


Jordanian businessman denies role 


in alleged BNL-Iraq scam 


By Nenneen Murad 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
businessman who has been 
mentioned as a posable key 
player in alleged Iraqi exploita- 
tion of billions of dollars in 
U.S. government-guaranteed 
credit to procure weapons has 
denied any involvement in the 
case, saying that be has been 
turned into a scapegoat of in- 
ternal American politics. 

In an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times, Wafai Dajani, who 
operates a conglomerate of 
commodity trading and ship- 
ping agents based in Amman, 
categorically rejected sugges- 
tions in the American and Brit- 
ish media that he was the 
middleman between the Iraqi 
government and the scandal- 


plagued Atlanta branch of the 
Rome-based Baoca Nazionale 
del Lavoro (BNL). 

BNL Atlanta is under inves- 
tigation and its ex-manager 
Christopher Drogoul is on trial 
for allegedly channelling up to 
55 billion in American credits 
— mostly through the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture — - to 
arming Iraq during the latter 
part of the 1980-1988 Iran- Iraq 
war. 

The Wall Street Journal, in 
an article published last 
month, quoted one of foe in- 
vestigators as describing Mr. 
Dajani as “everyone's middle- 
man,” a charge which Mr. Da- 
jani dismisses outright. “I am 
not a middleman," Mr. Dajani 
told the Jordan Times in Am- 
man. “I am a businessman who . 
works purely in shipping and t 


transportation.” 

The 56-year-old business- 
man says that he became in- 
volved in U.S. agricultural aid 
to Iraq programme in 1984 
when he went to Washington 
to discuss how foe wheat would 
be shipped. “It became very 
clear that I had to know both 
sides.” 

Mr. Dajani has been named 
by the independent counsel in- 
vestigation report of the BNL 
case, a copy of which was 
obtained by foe Jordan Times, 
as an "unindicted co- 
conspirator in foe action.” 

The BNL-Adanta case is 
based on an argument that Mr. 
Drogoul was personally in- 
volved in a massive scam under 
which American wheat and 
rice were shipped to Aqaba for 
onward transportation to Iraq 


but were diverted to Russia, 
which in turn sent tanks and 
weapons to Iraq. 

But the Jordanian business- 
man aigued that he was in no 
way involved in any such deal 
and that his role in the affair 
was strictly within foe confines 
of transporting American, 
Canadian and Australian im- 
ports, obtained on credit, to 
Iraq. 

“I was accused by the press 
of arms dealing,” Mr. Dajani 
said, adding that he “was never 
presented with any substantial 
evidence about alleged misde- 
meanor.” He stressed that bis 
books “here in Amman or 
anywhere else are open for lull 
scrutiny by any government 
agency.” 

The Wall Street Journal’s 
report pointed to Mr. Dajani 


as the man with “too many 
footprints in foe messy BNL 
affair.” It quoted Democratic 
Representative Henry B. Gon- 
zales of Texas, chairman of the 
House of Representatives 
Banking Committee, as saying 
that 'he suspected that “Mr. 
Dajani somehow diverted U.S. 
commodity shipments to Rus- 
sia, where be bartered them 
for tanks for Iraq.” 

Mr. Dajani asked why the 
U.S. government would not 
investigate these allegations 
with Russian leader Boris Yelt- 
sin’s administration directly.. 
“As the Yeltsin regime is very 
friendly with foe U.S., why not 
ask the Russians about diver- 
sion of the wheat to Russia in 
exchange for arms?” 

As for Mr. Gonzales's state- 
ments. Mr. Dajani said foe 


Democratic representative 
“has a personal vendetta 
against (U.S. President 
George) Bush and (White 
House Chief of Staff James) 
Baker.” Mr. Dajani contended 
that Rep. Gonzales’ interest in 
indicting was part of a political 
tug-of-war with the Republican 
administration just before 
November's U.S. presidential 
elections. 

“Unfortunately, the conflict 
(between the U.S. and Iraq) 
polarised the tension and gave 
an opportunity to the Demo- 
crats to use foe deals to hit at 
foe Bush administration,'' Mr. 
Dajani said. 

He also accused some col- 
umnists and reporters in foe 
’ Western media of working for 
Israeli interests. They do so by 
“tarnishing foe image of a suc- 


cessful Arab," he maintained. 
He named New York Times 
columnist William Safire. who 
“represents the Israeli extreme 
right," as one of the main 
people working against him. 
“He has gone all foe way to 
make this story far bigger than 
what it really is.” 

Prosecutors in foe BNL- 
Atianta case did not indict Mr. 
Dajani for lack of evidence 
against him. In response to 
questioning by Congress over 
this decision, however, foe 
prosecutors said that “if the 
ongoing investigation produces 
additional evidence against 
Dajani, the decision not to 
charge Dajani can be revi- 
sited.’' 

The prosecutors, in their 
(Continued on page 5) 
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U.N. food saves Somali 


village from starvation 


BLTALE, Somalia (R) — U.N. food drops have staved off 
starvation from this remote Somali village, isolated for months by 

floods, mines and dan warfare. . , 

“It’s a success story. We are sustaining the population, but it s 
not enough," said Geoff Lewis, emergency officer for the world 
Food Programme (WFP), on a visit to Bu’ale Saturday. 

■There is no chronic malnourishment here, but there is malaria, 
scabies, other infections and some malnutrition.” 

Only mangos were abundant in the few stalls doing business m 
Bu'ale market, but small quantities of wheat, red beans, tea, coffee 
beans, salt and vegetable ofl were also on sale. 

The WFP, a U.N. agency, dropped 21 tonnes of wheat m 
December and another 54 tonnes earlier this month to the 5,000 
people remaining in Bu’ale and three nearby villages. 

The airdrops should tide them over until they can harvest crops 
of maize and sorghum in two weeks' time. 

Residents said three-quarters of Bu ale s original population or 

5.000 had already left, trudging through the thombush scrub m 

search of food in distant towns. . , 

“We ate mangos for breakfast, dinner and supper, . said Jamal 
Bashir, a merchant "Children and old people were dying. 

Mr. Bashir, like most people here, currently has no work. No 
money, no car. no food — no business,” he explained. 

When Mr. Lewis surveyed Bu'ale on Dec. 1, he found people 
with nothing to eat but unripe mangos, weeds and roots. 

Now better-fed, the villages clustered round, smiiuigana joking 
as Mr. Lewis tasted a root "A bit like raw potato, he said. 

Virtually all the concrete buildings in Bu’ale are roofless bulks, 
devastated by fighting and looting. . 

Villagers live in thatched mud huts. About 2(X) displaced nomads 
have built a settlement on the outskirts, scavenging cardboard and 
corrugated iron to make crude shelter. 

Semes of them wandered out to greet Mr. Lewis when be landed 
with reporters in a small U.N. plane on a baboon-infested dirt 
airdrop zone cleared from the bush by villages. 

Good rains have helped the sorghum stems grow to a healthy two 
metres high. Some came from local seed and some from Tanzaman 
varieties donated by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
in September. 

Mr. Lewis hopes the farmers will trade their surplus local grain 
for WFP-provided cooking oil. Before the next planting season the 
agency would redistribute the grain stock to other lower Juba 
villages which have lost their seed stores to looters. 

“We are looking to start development work as soon as possible," 
Mr. Lewis said. “Once people get fed, we can turn to water 
projects, tools, health dimes and livestock.” 

“We have already started food-for-work programmes in Bar- 
dere. We don’t want people to be reliant for ever. Free food 
handouts have to be a short-term thing,'’ he added. 

The WFP and other relief agencies want to help people back to 
their farms and pastures now that the U.S.-led task font has 
reopened supply routes to towns like Baidoa, Hoddur, Wajit and 
fCismayu, which drew in thousands of starving Somalis. 

Mr. Lewis said food distribution in those places had also acted as 
a magnet to bandits and looters. Relief groups keen to repatriate 

400.000 Somali refugees from Kenya had to take care not to create 
new centres of instability unwittingly. 

“We want to keep them dispersed. Food aid can attract 
insecurity, so we have to be cautions,” he said. 


Americans 


split on 
Iraq raid 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Almost half of Americans think 
the U-S. air attacks on Iraqi 
military sites were appropriate 
but almost as many feel the re- 
sponse should have been stron- 
r, according to a poll released 


was taking off south of the 3Gch 
Parallel, the boundary of the zone, in 
a formation with other aircraft. 

Mr. Fftzwater said allied forces also 
hit an Iraqi surface-to-air missile bat- 
tery after a radar “locked on” to an 
allied plane. The Iraqis said the town 
of TaH-Afer, about 60 kilometres 
west of die city of Mosul, was attack- 
ed with a missile. 


The Newsweek magazine poll 
also said 49 per cent of respon- 
dents felt there should be 
another, larger attack on Iraqi 
military sites if Iraqi provocations 
c on t in ue, and that some eight m 
10 Americans support military 
action to force Iraqi leader Sad- 
dam Hussein from power. 

Only eight per cent of those 
questioned felt the attacks on 
Wednesday by* U.S. and British, 
bombers “went too far.” Forty- 
six per cent said it was the right 
response and another 43 per cent 
said the attacks did not go far 
enough. 

President George Bush said the 
a ttw*g were in retaliation for 
Baghdad's continued violations 
of ceasefire terms reached after 
the 1991 Gulf war, during which 
U.S.-led forces reversed Iraq's 
August 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Eighty-two per cent of those 
polled supported resumed attacks 
to force the Iraqi leader from 
power while 13 per cent were 
opposed. The s u pport was the 
highest for President Saddam’s 
ouster of any of seven perils con- 
ducted by the magazine over 
nearly two years. 

- But 46 per cent of Americans 
would support normal relations 
with Iraq if it stopped violating 
the ceasefire provisions. Forty- 
seven per cent were opposed. 

The poll also showed that 68 
per cent approved of how 
President-elect Bill Clinton has 
handled his transition to power 
thus far, eighteen per cent dis- 


_Jie telephone poll of 753 
adults was conducted Jan. 14-13 
by the Gallup organisation for the 
magazine. The margin of error 
was four percenta ge points either 
way. 


Iranian papers assail U.S, policy 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian news- 
papers said Sunday that Washing- 
ton’s policy in the Gulf is to 
demonise Saddam Hussein on the 
one hand while allowing him to 
stay in power so the United States 
can exploit the crisis. 

The English-language Interna- 
tional said: “Saddam remains at 
the helm of power because 
Washington wants the demonis- 
ing of the Iraqi ruler to continue, 
to consequently fish in muddy 
waters." , 

It added that “peace and har- 
mony in the ‘Persian’ Gulf region 
are detrimental to American in- 
terests and it is unresolved con- 
flicts which keep the US. eco- 
nomy in shape.” 

The newspaper implied that 
the billions of dollars in U.S. 


arms sales to Saudi Arabia, 

Kuwait and other oil-rich states in 

the Gulf since the 1991 war was a 
major reason for Washingtons 


alleged policy. 
The i 


i iic newspaper was quoted by 
the Islamic Republic News Agen- 
cy. monitored in Nicosia. 

Kayhansjud: “If the past is any 
lesson, the latest U.S. action sub- 
stantially implies dial Sa ddam 
will have to remain in power m 
pag hrtnri to allow the Western 
superpower to conduct business 
as usual in the strategic Persian 
Gulf region.” 

The newspapers urged regional 
rulers to focus’ on getting nd of 
Saddam, a move that in Iranian 
eyes would eliminate the need for 
the U.S.-led allies to maintain 
military forces in the region. 


Tehran, which is showing signs 
once more of an exp ansion ist 
policy, considers itself the main 
power in the Gulf and insists on 
being part of any security there 
The presence of Western forces is 
anathema to the fundamentalist 


regime. 

“Is it so difficult for the region- 
al rulers to realise that it is the 
fire which should be exting- 
uished. The smoke is of secon- 
dary i mpo rtance and will auto- 
matically disappear after the fire 
is put out,” Kayhan said. 

The hardline radical daily. 
Jomhuri Island* charged that 
neither the Gulf war or the Jan. 
13 allied air raids on Iraqi missile 
bases were “meant to inflict 
blows on the person of Saddam or 
bis power bases.” . 


Egypt seeks return of relics from Israel 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Egyptian archaeologists 
arrived in Israel Sunday seeking 
the return of more than 2,000 
artifacts unearthed in the Sinai 
Peninsula white it was under 
Israeli occupation. 

The return of the relics is the 
last item in the 1979 Israeli- 
Egyptian peace treaty has yet to 
be implemented. 

Kama! Fahmi Ibrahim, head of 
the Egyptian Antiquities Depart- 
ment. and six archaeologists are 
here to work out a timetable for 
the transfer. 

The Israelis have agreed in 
principle to return the artifacts 
taken during their 15-year 
occupation, but want to finish 
studying the finds, said Efrat 
Orbach, spokeswoman of Israel’s 
antiquities authority. 


“There is a delay. We will not 
return the finds until the scholars 
finish their research," die said. 
She added the research would 
take “several more years.” 
Professor Eliezer Oren, who. 
spent 10 years excavating in' 
Sinai, said be would settle for a 
deal that allows Israeli scholars to 
study the artifacts in Egypt. 

“The return should in no way 
mean an end, but in my opinion 
the beginning, of a process of 
cultural cooperation between the 
Egyptians and us," he told Israel 
Radio. 


The problem is that the nego- 
tiations are not done between the 
-archaeologists but through 
mediators, through their tfijrio- 
mats who have interests and 
timetables other than ours," Mr. 
Oren said. 


Israeli scholars maintain that 
Sinai’s history was thinly ex- 
plored until Israel seized the 
territor y in the 1967 war. 

‘The Sinai was an almost virgin 
land when it came to excava- 
tions,” said archaeologist Uzi 
Dahari, head of the Sinai project 
at the Israel Antiquities Author- 
ity. 

He told Israel Radio some 60 
sites were excavated, revealing 
artifacts from throughout history, 
including Jewish, Arab and 
Christian periods. 

Sinai is where Moses received 
the Ten Commandments and the 
children of Israel wandered for 40 
years. Egypt’s pharaohs built for- 
tifications m Sinai. Building con- 
tinued m the Greco-Roman times 
and under Islam, when fortresses 
were built against marauding be- 
douins. 


U.S. hits Baghdad with missiles 


(Continued from page 1) 


On Wednesday, more than 100 
U3., British and French warplanes 
attacked Iraqi missile bases m and 
near the southern zone as Baghdad 
confronted the West in a dispute over 
the “no-fly” zones and compliance 
with U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions. 

President Saddam's defiant re- 
marks came shortly after INA said air 
defences “repulsed enemy targets” — 
presumably allied reconnaissance jets 

three times over the northern air 

exclusion zone. 

The agency also reported that Iraq 
made a new offer to the _ United 
Nations — to safeguard flights of 
U.N. weapons inspectors from 
Bahrain to Baghdad if the United 
Nations would stop allied planes from 
the southern “no-fly” zone during the 
U.N. flights. 

President Saddam’s nationally tele- 
vised address marked the second 
anniversary of the Jan. 17, 1991, start 
of the Girif war, in which U.S. -led 
multinational forces ended Iraq's 
seven-month occupation of Kuwait. 

President Saddam said that during 
the Gulf war, “Baghdad and its sister 
cities in Iraq bore tbe shelling of 3,000 
warplanes from the beginning of the 


'mother of all battles’ until the i 

fire.” 

He said that the allies had foiled in 
their anti-Iraq conspiracy. 

"The faithful Iraqi army wiD not be 
defeated, and Baghdad and its seter 
iSqTdtio be castles of 

freedom,” he added. 

“If the enemy continues its military 

aggression, or even if it stops, it is the 

final and dedrive chapter which will 
be the end of all chapters.” 

He commented on the ruling 
A1 Sabah family of Kuwait. The 
oil-rich emirate is grappling with 


to harm Iraq.” 

He accused the world body of 
dosing its eyes to “Israeli atrocities in 
Palestine. ” 


that reach into the royal family. 

“You should remember that the 
traitors of A1 Sabah act towards 
Kuwait not as those in charge or 
responsible,” President Saddam said. 
“They act as if they had rented 
Kuwait, during which time they 
achieve the purpose of their masters 
in a manner hostile to die people and 
history.” ^ . . 

“Your brothers in Baghdad never 
put you Kuwaitis any day in one 
bosket with the traitors of AJ Sab ah," 
President Saddam said in a direct 
appeal to Kuwaitis. 

"... This is the real face of Baghdad 
and tius is the toe of Baghdad that 
you know,” be said. 

He said that before Iraq’s invasion 
the emir of Kuwait had a personal 
fortune of $60 billion. “He is a thief 
appointed (by the West) to cut a 
people from its roots.” he said. 

President Saddam accused the Un- 
ited States and its Golf war allies of 
hijacking the United Nations. They 
are im posing on the council their own 
wills and forcing it to issue resolutions 


Iraq threatened Saturday to down 
allied planes entering its territory, 
and a confrontation simmered on the 
border with Kuwait over rix Iraqi 
police posts the U.N. demanded re- 
moved. 

Later, a U.N. source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
police posts bad been abandoned 
Sunday afternoon. 

A Kuwaiti official said be bad been 
told of the development by the Un- 
ited Nations lraq-Kuwait Observer 
Mission (UNIKOM). 

He said be was certain that the 
police posts, which are now in 

Kuwaiti territory following the de- 
marcation of the border by the Un- 
ited Nations, would be dismantled as 
soon as possible. 

Iraq, which has rejected the border 
demarcation, earlier ignored a dead- 
line of midnight local time on Friday 
for removal of the six police posts. 

Kuwait's Interior Ministry said an 
Iraqi was killed and one arrested 
Sunday in a dash with a Kuwaiti 
border patrol. A third man escaped, 
an official said. 

Adel Ibrahim, the Interior Ministry 
spokesman, would not c h ara rte risc 
the Iraqis involved. 

There have been frequent border 
dashes between police and smugglers 
ffln ga ged in a lucrative trade in whis- 
key, guns and sheep. 

Ea rlier Sunday, thousands of Iraqis 
took to the streets for die “Aggres- 
sion Day" declared by the govern- 
ment to mark the war anniversary. 

“Bush, Bush, listen wdU, we love 
Saddam,” chanted the crowds moving 
through the streets carrying torches. 


Deputies in uproar over Iraq raids 


(Continued from page 1) 


The Iraqi engineer was murdered 
in an Amman street last month and 


Jordan send a tetter to the U.N., 
informing it that “we are not ready to 
applaud die rules of the jungle that 
govern it." Dr. Akaileh urged Jordan 
lo withdraw from die peace talks. 

“I second the motions to issue a 
statement condemning (the strike on 
Iraq) even though it will not be worth 
more than the ink with which it is 
written but I ask that the government 
take practical measures to lift the 
sanctions on food and medical sup- 
plies to Iraq,” Deputy Salim A1 
Zoubi said. 

Mr. Zoubi, who chairs the House’s 
Jotficial Committee, said that the 
number of trucks transporting food to 
Baghdad had gone down from 600 to 
60 a day and asked the government 
“to address this issue.” 

Deputy Mohammad Fares Taraw- 
neh echoed calls to stand by Baghd ad 
“because defending Iraq means de- 
fending ourselves and aggression 
against it is against ns all. 

But “how can we condemn the 
attack when we know that the govern- 
ment is conducting joint milita ry ex- 
errises with America.” controversial 
Islamist Deputy Leith Shbeilat said. 

"Do these exercises fall within the 
framework of friendship with Iraq?" 
the deputy asked. 

And m a dearly cynical remark 
about die actions of the Iraqi regime. 
Deputy Abdul Raouf AJ Rawabdeh 
asked the government for informa- 
tion about the assassination of an 
Iraqi engineer in Amman last month. 

“Who carried out the assassina- 
tion? Who was behind it?,” Mr. 
Rawabdeh asked. 


initial reports churned the assassin 
was an Iraqi intdfigence agent who 
was arrested while attempting to flee 
the country. The case is still being 
investigated by police and no further 
information bias been released. 

The Tunisian government also 
miiM* under fire from h ti a nust de- 
puties for urging action ag a i ns t Isla- 
mic movements in the Arab world 
during a recent meeting of 'Arab 
interior ministers. 

Muslim Brotherhood Deputy Ham- 
mam Sa’id criticised the government 
for not abandoning the meeting which 
be said called for oppressing human 

ShbeOat demanded that the 
government be questioned on the 
meeting which he said upheld 
“aggressive American slogans.” 

“No matter how divided Arab 
countries are. they always agree” on 
the policies of interior ministries, he 
said. 

Deputy Tarawneh said that while 
Islamic movements in Algeria, Egypt 
and Tunisia are fighting oppressive 
regimes, the situation in Jordan was 
(fifcrcnt and a dear Jordanian posi- 
tion on that was required. 

Raising another sensitive issue. De- 
puty Abdul Karim A1 Dugjtuni criti- 
cised “insufficient” government ac- 
tion to free Jordanian d etai ne es in 
Egypt. Mr. Dughmi claimed Jorda- 
nians were being detained in Egypt 
for political beliefs and warned that 
some Jordanian citizens have 
threatened to take action against 
Egyptian na ti o na l s in Jordan if their 
kinsmen are not released. 

“The issue could develop into a 


political crisis betw e e n Jordan and 
Egypt.” he said, demanding a govern- 
ment account of the matter. 

In its three-hour session, the House 
also discussed a report on deputies’ 
attendance of die. House meetings 
with Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
urging deputies to attend the sessions 
on time. 

Many deputies have been missing 
the House session, causing delays of 
the meetings due to the lack of 
quorum. 

“Attending the House’s session is a 
duty and not a voluntary work," Dr. 
Arabiyat: told deputie s . 

The House also discussed a number 
of recommendations made by its 
Administrative Committee on 
pharmacists’ requests for increased 
salaries, a complaint by employees of 
the Natural Resources Authority ab- 
out a reduction of their organisation's 
financial allocations and the legality 
of Dcensing private security com-* 

panics. 


The House endorsed the recoup 
tnendations of the committee and 
re ferred them to concerned govern- . 
ment agencies. . 

Minister -of Interior Jawdat Sboui 
said private security companies were 
licensed in accordance with the law. 

He countered Deputy DugfamTs 
argument that such companies could 
eventually pose a security threat in 
the country, saying that the govern- 
ment strictly monitors the work of 
these companies which proride secur- 
ity services to private sector organisa- 
tions upon ropiest. 

He said their work does not under- 
mine or conflict with the duties of 
police while Mr. Dughmi said admi- 
nistrative governors should operate 
such servries as stipulated by the 
relevant law. 
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The court, winch allowed the 
expulsions to take place despite 
objections at the time, asked for 
the first time for a list of those 
expelled. Mr. Harish did not have 
one ready. 

As the seven-judge panel be- 
gan the first day of its hearing, 
demonstrators wanting the expul- 
sions cancelled competed outside 
with groups demanding Mr. 
Rabin expel more Palestinians. 

Hearings on the legality of the 
expulsions continue Wednesday. 

Last week it reversed policy 
and agreed to permit the Interna- 
tional Red Cross access to the 
tent camp, and foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said after meeting 
with Mr. Musa that Israel was 
ready to make more “humanita- 
rian” gesture. 

“Every humanitarian consid- 
eration ... will be met with sym- 
pathy by the Israeli government,” 
Mr. Peres said Sunday. “We do 
not look for any collision course 
with the United Nations.” 


The Palestinians are short of 
fuel, food and medicine. 

The Red Cross said Sunday it 
bad abandoned a plan to use a 
U.N. belicopter to take medicine 
to the Palestinians and evacuate 
nine evictees Israel said were 
expelled by mistake. 

Bernard Pfefferk, chief dele- 
gate of the Internationa] Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
said the plan was put on bold 
because of conditions raised by 
the United Nations in New York 
and the Red Cross was now 
pushing to go by land through 
Zemraya. 

Israel agreed to the proposal 
Friday. The Lebanese govern- 
ment said Saturday it needed 
some answers from the ICRC 
before it would authorise the 
relief flight 

Mr. Pfefferle declined to say 
what were the U.N. conditions 
for using the helicopter. The 
ICRC flew to the camp a week 
ago and evacuated a sick evictee 
and a 16-year-old expelled in 
error. 

Mr. Musa said the crisis should 
be resolved before Middle East 


Gunmen kill two civilians in Algiers 


ALGIERS (R) — Gunmen shot dead two cwflmns m separate 

attacks fa /tiglers in the past 4Sbours,^e 

APS said Saturday- Police described the killers as J* 

official term for Muslim fundamentalists, who aroJWaiMd for. 
S m Tt L 210 members of 
Three men gunned down trad er Mos teti 

shop in Hussein Dey, a fundamentalist bastion, Tbe 

victim, 23, who was SSS 

southern suburb. Eucalyptus, Friday mgbt. Lartyar ateot a 
dozen civilians, including a mflitMt commranst and a father of 
two policemen, were killed in similar fashion. 


Morocco jails 2 Italians on drug charges 


RABAT fR) A Moroccan court has jailed two Italians for two 

and a half yesus for drug smuggling, the 

said Saturday. MAP said the court m^norAei^ townrf 

Oujda also fined them 8,000 dobam ($900) ea^Tbeti^^ 

were not named, were arrested on Dec. 17 

the border between Morocco and Algeria. 

cannabis resin, with an estimated street value of $24,000, was 

found in 63 condoms concealed in the body of them ear. 


Iranian jailed, caned in Malaysia 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — A former Iranian national s occer 
captain has been sentenced to two years m jail and given three 
strokes of the cane for possessing opinm in Malaysia, ^newspaper 
said. A magistrate’s court in petaling Jaya Town found Reza 
Rajabi, 34, guilty of possessing 202.5 grammes of opium ra a 
plastic roll in a jacket and another 1.5 grammes m a pfesttc bagra 
his briefcase on March 9 last year, the New Straits Times sauL 
There were no farther details. Malaysia has hanged more tton lOO 
people, including foreigners, under its drug laws which presenhe 

the death penalty for possessing more than 15 grammes ofheroin 

or 200 grammes of cannabis. 


Spanish royals postpone visit to Israel 


MADRID (R) — Spam’s King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia have 
postponed a visit to Israel planned for next month because the 
king’s father is ill, the royal household announced. The stateanost 
gave no alternative date for the visit, which had been set tor Feh. 
15 to 17. The king's father. Don Juan de Borbon y Battenb erg, 
has been in hospital since last September with a throatoompli^ot. 
The king and queen cancelled visits to Turkey and Bulgaria fefe 
liflu year to be near him. The newspaper El Pais reported Friday 
the royal couple were calling off their visit to Israel because of 
Spanish anger at Israel's expulsion of more than 400 Pales t i nian s 
to South Lebanon, but government officials would not comment 
on this. 


Turkey, Tunisia to discuss security 


ANKARA. (R) — Turkish Interior Minister tenet .Sragjn is vtftfeg 
Tunisia for talks on Security and prevention of terrorism, an 
official statement said. “We will have talks with Tunisian officials 
on ways to boost security and seek effective measures to prevent 
terrorism,” Mr. Sezgin was quoted as saying in the statement. 
Turkey and Tunisia signed an agreement in 1990 to exchange 
security information and to cooperate in battling drags trafficking 
and violence. 


Cypriot commerce minister resigns 
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peace talks resume, “to clear the 
atmosphere and prepare for a 
viable, osefuT peace process." 

Last week, the Palestinian de- 
legation announced it will boycott 
negotiations until the evictees are 
repatriated. Syria, Jordan and 
Lebanon have stopped short of 
suspending their participation in 
the talks. 

Negotiations recessed in De- 
cember and were to resume in 
February. But Mr. Rabin said 
Sunday negotiations may not re- 
sume before late March, because 
of the changeover in U.S. admi- 
nistration and the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, beginning in late 
February. 

Faisal A1 Husseini, leader of 
the Palestinian team facing Israel 
in Middle East peace talks, 
attended Sunday’s hearing and 
told reporters he hoped the court 
would cancel the expulsions. 

Palestinian negotiators, 
although rivals of the Islamic 
fundamentalist groups hit by the 
expulsions, face popular pressure 
and say they cannot resume peace 
talks until the evictees are re- 
turned. 


NICOSIA (AP) — Commerce Minister Takis Nemitsas resigned 
Saturday, a day after apologising to the leader of the opposition 
for malting a derogatory o u t b urs t against Mm. The resignation 
came three weeks before the Feb. 7 presidential election aid two 
days after parliament voted 23-16 in Thursday’s budget debate to 
cut the provision for Mr. Nemitstas' salary and expenses 
allowance. Glafeos derides, die leader of the right wing 
Democratic Rally opposition party, led the demand for the safety 
cut declaring this would signify “our total lade of confidence in 
Mr. Nemitsas.” Opposition parties have accused Mr. Nentitns,a 
millionaire businessman, or tying to a parliamentary co mm ittee 
and of using his frequent official visits abroad to dmch deals for 
his family’s manufacturing business. Mr. Nemitsas denied the 
charges. He reacted to the parliament vote by charging that 
74-year-old derides was “no longer aware of what he does or says 
because of old age and drink.” Mr. Nemitsas was forced to 
apologise Friday, however, after his outburst sparked off de- 
mands for his resignation thre of the four parties in paifianem. 
President George Vassfliou also issued a statement Friday 
apologising to Mr. derides for his minister’s outburst and (Ms 
apparently forced Mr. Nemitsas to submit his resignation 
Saturday. 




Snowfall in Iranian desert crushes bouses 


NICOSIA (R) — A freak snowstorm lasting four days crushed 
mud and brick houses and set off a wave of traffic accidents in the 
central Iranian desert, the Iranian news agency (IRNA) said. “It 
caught the people off and virtually unprepared... the snowfall 
finally stopped Friday morning after turning every thi ng and 
everywhere outside into white,” IRNA said. It said the storm in 
Yazd, 800 kilometres south of Tehran, was the desert city’s fust 
snow in more than 15 years. The heavy snowfall caused three 
houses to collapse and more were expected to be damaged, IRNA 
said. Potioe reported 10 car accidents in one 24-hour period. 


Hungarian foreign minister visits Israel 


TEL AVTV (R) — Hungarian Foreign Minister Geza 
began a five-day official visit to Israel Sunday saying he hoped for 
progress this year towards peace m both the Balkans mid the 
Middle East. The two countries renewed diplomatic relations ia 
1989 after a 22-year break over the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. “Both 
Israel and Hungary are situated in c risi s areas in the Balkan and 
the Middle East and we hope this year that we see progress or 
possibly even a solution to the problems of these two areas,” he 
told reporters. He will meet Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and representatives of the 250,000- 
strong Hungarian Jewish community. 
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BED: 

Df. Mohammad AJ Hdu Z79773 

Alqwb pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Wdccd Halfesa 982799 

KhaSfch pharmacy 985417 


Food Control Centre ............. 6371 1 1 


Civil Defence Department ...... 661111 

Gv3 Defence Immediate 

Resents. 630341 

Civil Defence Em a igOacy 199 

Resaw: Police 192.121111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bask 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pehra 896390 

Public Security Dcp u imeai ........... 630321 

Hold Cosnpbjou 605800 

Price Comptainu 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

CmnpiMnts I. 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 78711! 

Tdcpbooe Information 

(direc to ry ambiance) 121 

Overseas Cuts 010230 

Grated Amman Telephone 

Renin - «3 10 ‘ 

Abdafl Telephone Repahs — 661101 

Jordan TdcvishM 773JIJ 

Ratio Jordan ™ }** 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

R^^^^ntrefbcinuntioa - 

Queen Alia fed. Airport — OS-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hnatein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaBcfi Maternity, J. Amu ... 644281/6 
AkOeh Maternity. J. Amu ... 642441/2 

JabalAmsm Maternity 642362 

MaBns.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmdsam 664171/4 

Shmeteni Hospital 669131 

Un i v ersi ty Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Maashcr Hospital 6672270 

The Islamic, Abdali .......... 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, AbdaU 664164ft 

Italian, At-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

AJ-Bariur.J.AshraBeh 775111/26 

Array. Marks 891611/15 

Goeen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

A ran! Hospital 674155 

ZAB&L- 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Shu Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikwa Modem Hospi ta l (09)990990 

flunk 

Proms Banna Hospital tt& prtvm 

Greek Csflwfc Hospital wjfmm 

fon AINakcsHxprtaj (ffljOTHB 

Prince* Itaya Hospital pQpwill 


HMi THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


TUs mfonoaihm is soppSod by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) nl/brmitiM depart- 
ment at the Qvccn ABa International 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5. where rt 
should afwsry* be verified. 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

•*30 Adca(AL) 

•fe3S Cairo (MS) 

16:15 Khartoum (SU) 

12s46 Aba Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

1&34 — Istanbul (TK) 

18:15 Paris. Bcmrt/AF) 

1830 Vienna, Larnaca (OS) 

19*6 Dubai. Damascus (EM) 


IlsIS 
13b45 

. Bdndo. Abo Dhabi. 
1705 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Termhutl 1) 


DppoiAswcr price 
Apple 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


Carrot 


07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

6*45 DobaL Abo Dhabi (RJ) 


6615 - Beirut (RJ) 

taJS London (RJ) 

11:15 ....... — Toronto Montreal 

12:W London 

12:15 Prankfart 


Jeddah (RJ) 

9*15 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

0*15 Riyadh (RJ) 

9*26 P anam a 

HfcBi New Delhi I 

16:15 Bdrot | 

16:45 O«oi 

17*9 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1834 Bangkok? _ 

1*16 Casa bla nca. nmtatRl) 

22tf0‘ London (RJ) 


12*5 Cairo | 

2*66 Dfaabrani 

2*36 Aba Dhabi < 

22:36 Bahrain. Doha i 

2U49 Dafaai, Mmcat t 


Cauliflower 

Cham ber* (large). 
Cnr nn ib cn i(ama^ 


700/700 
640/6*0 
650/490 
.180/120 
. 24V 170 


Other Flights (Temrinal 2) 


08:15 

1825 

1*36 


— Bant (ME) 

— Cairo (MS) 

AdmflY) 


Grapefruit 

Marrow! 

Narrow} 

CWoa (green) 

.Orange 

Popper (hot) 

RST'*-- 


Tomato L _ 
Sphaeb 
Mint 


.200/150. 

370/300 

300/120 

700/500 

,-m iso. 

: 320 / 290 
250/206' 
500 / 400: 

210/ n»r 
260/200 
. 320/170. 
280 / 200 
-2407 180 
.TOrttt 
. 220/100 
, 24V vn. 
60 
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^IVfinister lowers profit on parts 

AMMAN (Petra) — Wholesale surance and banking expenses, as Ministry laws, the stateraen 

omi retail Merchants of auto well as other fiv, rtatpmmt It uM that etmnl/1 cam 
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AMMAN. (Petra) — Wholesale 
god retail merchants of auto 
spare parts can now make a total 
of 27 percent profit on the total 
cost of parts sold to the public. 
Minister of Supply, Mohammad 
Saqqaf, declared Sunday. This 
refiecS'an adjustment to the 25 
per cedfjmofit announced at the 
end'O^ last- month. 

. -*i »•;— ' ... . 

The-profit odfing for auto 
spare-party shoura not exceed 27 
per ccatl lo be distributed be- 
tween tbe whoksale and retail 
stores bribe Kingdom, said the 
minister fr a statement. The 27 
per cent profit should be calcu- 
lated oof the total cost of the 
intpori^item, which takes into 
account the cost of the items, 
customs duty, transportation, in- 


surance and banking expenses, as 
well as other fees, statement said. 

Two weeks ago the Minister 
announced that the cost of spare 
parts for all types of vehicles be 
reduced by five per cent in the 
1993. 

The minister, announcing the 
adjustment at a meeting with 
auto spare parts merchants, said 
their profit should be reduced 
from 30 to 25 per cent on all 
parts. 

Sunday's statement said that all 
spare parts for sale at stores 
should carry dearly displayed 
price tags or be listed in a register 
for customers to see. 

Merchants refusing (a sell any 
spare parts found in their stores 
would be violating the Supply 


Ministry laws, the statement said. 
It said that should spare parts 
agents declare that they are lack- 
ing the required spare parts, they 
must issue a note to the customer 
to this effect and try to supply the 
missing part within 45 days. 

At his meeting with the mer- 
chants, the minister was quoted 
'as saying that the current econo- 
mic circumstances facing -the 
country and the Jordanian people 
require merchants to contribute 
towards alleviating the financial 
burdens already on car owners. 
He called on agents and dealers 
to make available all types of 
parts requested by car owners,' 
and added that the Ministry of 
Supply would do all its best to 
protect the consumers' interests 
within the law. 
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Regent visits Prime Ministry 

AMj&AN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Abdallah Ben A1 
Hussein, the Regent, Sunday visited the Prime Ministry where he 
had a meeting with Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. The 
meeting dwelt on several domestic issues. 

Queen joins Arbor Day celebrations 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor will Thursday take 
part .in planting forest tree saplings in an area near Amman- 
Yajouz road as part of a tree planting ceremony. organised by the 
Royal .Society for the Conservation of Nature. The ceremony, 
which is held ss part of Jordan's celebrations of Arbor Day, is part 
of a scheme aimed at greening Jordan by tbe year 2000. The area 
which wiR be planted Thursday will be called the Queen Noor 
Forest. 

Abu Jaber meets Japanese team 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minister Kamel Aba Jaber Sunday 
recent jnswbp^of tbe Japanese- Parliament's investigation 
coquorriee .jWhpfh ;.is_ charge of , investigating international ■ 
disputes* Dr. Abor Jaber briefed them on Jordan's stand towards 
tlie peace process and stressed foe Kingdom’s adherence to the 
firm: principles which serve as a basis for the peace process. 

Lowrer House committee discusses laws 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament’s judiciary 
committee met Sunday under its chairman Salim Al Zu'bi and 
discussed the youth welfare draft law. Deputy Zu'bi said four 
articles of the law were so far approved by foe co..imirtee which 
wifi resume : ts discussion of the law next Saturday. The 
committee has also approved three ancles of an amendment to 
the municipalities law, he said. Mr. Zu'bi said the committee was 
debating foe issue of the independence of the three authorities 
and the powers of the Lower House’s committees. This issue was 
highlighted in foe House's meeting last week when Agriculture 
Minister Fayez Al Khasawneh complained of a visit by the 
House’s' agriculture committee to several of bis ministry's 
departments. The deputies voted to refer the issue to tbe judiciary 
committee to decide on it. 

YWGA urges support for Palestinians 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's Young Women Christian Associa- 
tion (YWCA) Sunday called on the world YWCA in 84 countries 
to jojn forces in support of the 415 Palestinians expelled a month 
ago tu-South Lebanon. In an appeal sent out by tile YWCA in 
Amman, tbe YWCA called on all non-governmental organisa- 
tions and YWCA all over the world to pressure Israel into 
returning the expellees to their homeland. The appeal said the 
expulsion of Palestinians from tbeir homeland constituted a 
flagrant violation of human rights charters. 

I LO team arrives Friday 

AMMAN (Petra) — A fact-finding team representing the 
Internationa] Labour Organisation (ILO) will arrive in Amman 
Friday on a four-day visit to Jordan. The team will meet with 
Jordanian officials in order to be familiarised with Israel’s 
repressive practices against Palestinians living in the occupied 
West Bank and the Gaza Snip. In its meeting with Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabariti, the team will discuss a report 
prepared by Jordan on Israeli malpractices against Arab labourers. 

Amendments sought to customs law 

AMMAN (J-T.) — A joint committee from the Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce and Amman Chamber of Industry 
Sunday discussed the proposed sales tax which is now being 
examined by the Ministry of Industry and Trade and the Customs 
Deportment. The committee agreed to prepare a memorandum to 
foe minister of finance/cnstoms requesting him to make some 
amendments to the customs law 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

77k following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers air advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerns, institutions. 

EXHIBITION 

& F-rUKiKAn entitled “Latin American Countries in France” at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

FILM 

'it French film entitled “La Femme d 'a rote” at the French 
; QtitwaJ Centre — S p.m. 

DIALOGUE 

☆ Dadogne, in Arabic, with the secretary general of the 
Jwfomian National Affiance at foe Islamic Action Research 
aad'Stndies Centre — 5:30 p.m. 


JD lm 
project 
goes to 

JESORS 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Economic and Social Organisa- 
tion for Retired Servicemen 
(JESORS) Sunday won a con- 
tract from the Housing and 
Urban Development Department 
(HUDD) to conduct an urban 
development project in the city of 
Aqaba. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment JESORS, will redevelop an 
estimated 125,000 square metres 
on which shopping centres and 
residential areas now stand, at a 
cost of JD 1 million. JESORS 
engineers will demolish and re- 
construct housing Wits, and lay 
asphalt roads of 17,500 square 
metres for pedestrians and 
motorists. 

Tbe renovation will include a 
water network of 8,000 metres, 
sewerage system of 6,495 metres, 
and a 5,460 metres canal to drain 
waste water. 

JESORS will also install a pow- 
er telephone network: build re- 
taining walls, public garden and 
other facilities under the agree- 
ment which will be implemented 
within 14 months, according to 
Department Director Yousef 
Hlyasat. 

Mr. Hiyasat who signed the 
deal with the JESORS director 
said the project, the third of its 
kind in the port rity,- 1 was de- 
signed to develop foe olajfluarters 
of Aqaba. 

JESORS prepared the plans 
and the blueprints for the project, 
and the infrastructure for social 
centres mid schools, said Mr. 
Hiyasat. He said this is the third 
project to be executed by the 
department after the Shallaleh 
and Salahuddin development 
schemes also carried out in 
Aqaba. 

Mr. Hiyasat said that the de- 
partment plans to embark on a 
fourth project in the north of the 
old rity during foe coming three 
months, and a tender for foe 
project has already been 
announced. 

The department was concerned 
over the implementation of hous- 
ing schemes benefiting limited 
income groups, Mr. Hiyasat said. 
He added that to date, foe de- 
partment has buili 30,000 housing 
units m 110 bousing projects cost- 
ing more than JD 250 million in 
various parts of Jordan. 


Temperatures 
to drop 
below 
0°C 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The dry and 
cold spell that has affected Jordan 
recently is expected to continue 
over the next few days. The 
Department of Meteorology said 
temperatures will drop to “2°C at 
night, rising to about 9'C in the 
coming days during which no rain 
is forecast. 

Department official Jamal Al 
Mousa told foe Jordan Times the 
cold weather was caused by a 
high depression centered over 
eastern Turkey which is responsi- 
ble for the bitterly cold winds 
from tbe east. 

The cold weather causes a 
sharp decline in temperatures be- 
low tbe annual average and is 
causing water surfaces and spring 
water to freeze, said Mr. Mousa. 
He said the minimum tempera- 
tures in the desert regions will be 
"4*C, rising during foe day to 
10'C. 

The department registered 
~10°C in -Rweished near the 
Iraqi-Jordanian border Saturday 
evening, while "1TC was reg- 
istered at Ma'an, "7°C in Shobak 
“7°C at the Queen Alia Interna- 
tional Airport "8°C at Jafer. 

Mr. Mousa said no change in 
foe weather condition was ex- 
pected in foe coming few days 
and no significant change is fore- 
cast later on. 


All draft laws to 
go to new council 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree was issued Sunday 
approving the creation of a new 
department at the Prime Ministry 
to be known as “the Legislation 
and Opinion" Council whose 
views are to be consulted on 
every draft law or regulation be- 
fore it can be enforced. 

Comprising a group of experts 
on legal and economic issues, the 
council will consist of three de- 
partments: a department of leg- 
islation, a department on mod- 
ernisation legislation, and a legal 
department, according to a state- 
ment. 

The statement said foe council 
will be directly linked to the 
Prime Minister and will be con- 
ducting studies on draft laws and 

regulations that are referred to it. 

The council will have foe author- 
ity to introduce amendments to 
provisions included in draft taws. 


and can redraft those laws which 
are referred to it by the Prime 
Minister. 

The statement said that the 
council will also contribute to- 
wards modernising various leg- 
islation in Jordan, organising 
seminars and lectures, and offer- 
ing opinions and advice on va- 
rious legal issues concerning gov- 
ernment departments and public 
institutions especially, where dif- 
ferences, of opinion or difference 
m tbe application of laws occur. 

Hie statement said the council 
would also draft decisions and 
regulations upon the request of 
the Prime Minister. 

Ail draft laws or regulations 
concerning the public interest 
should first be endorsed by tbe 
council, foe statement said. 

According to the statement, 
the council came into being on 
Jan. 16, 1993. 


Workshop addresses 
nuclear accidents 


AMMAN (J.T.).tt- The Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Sunday opened a work- 
shop attended by experts from 
various departments' to discuss a 
national plan to deal with nuclear 
accidents and radiation. 

Ministry Secretary-General 
Abdul Wahhab Al Zoubi told the 
opening session that Jordan was 
drawing a national plan to study 
actual accidents which occurred 
around the world and the means 
adopted to deal with them. 

“Tbe ministry wants to inclnde in 
the national plan effective pre- 
cautionary measures against 
radiation," Mr. Zoubi said in his 
address to the meeting organised 
in cooperation with the Vienna- 
based International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA). 

Jordan was among the first 
Arab countries which called for 
an emergency meeting to discuss 
the consequences of foe Cher- 
nobyl nuclear plant accident of 
1986 and to exchange information 
and data towards dealing with 
nuclear accidents in tbe Arab 
region, said Mr. Zoubi. 

He said that tbe ministry has 
worked out a plan to measure 
natural radiation activity and has 
set up a special observatory cen- 
tre to measure radiation in the 
environment caused by various 
sources. . . • 

Taking part in the workshop 
were representatives from the 
Ministries of Energy and Mineral 
Resources, Water and Irrigation, 


Supply, Health, Agriculture, 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment as well as the 
Jordan Electricity Authority, the 
Natural Resources Authority, the 
Civil Defence Department, tbe 
Public Security Department, foe 
Jordanian Armed Forces, Jorda- 
nian universities and foe Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS). 

Also attending was an IAEA^ 
representative who will deliver a*! 
number of lectures dealing with 
nuclear accidents around the 
world. 

Founded in 1957 as an auton- 
omous inter-governmental agen- 
cy, the IAEA functions under an 
agreement giving it responsibility 
in the United Nations system for 
international activities concerned 
with the peaceful uses of atomic 
energy. 

The IAEA seeks to develop 
the use of atomic energy ensuring 
that it is not used for military 
purposes. 

Any member of the agency 
seeking to set np any research 
project for peaceful purposes 
may request the assistance of the 
agency in securing special fission- 
able and other materials. 

Each year, the IAEA provides 
assistance to more than 75 de- 
veloping nations. The assistance 
includes the services .pf .700 ex- 
perts, more than 600 fellowships 
for individual study, and equip- 
ment and supplies valued at over 
$12 million. 



i® fits 


The Dome of the Rock 


Holy sites repairs continue 


AMMAN (Petra) — A special 
committee in charge of the res- 
toration of Al Aqsa Mosque and 
the Dome of foe Rock Sunday 
discussed technical reports about 
methods of gold-plating the 
dome, and the type of wood used 
in its restoration.. 

The committee, which met 
under the chairmanship of Minis- 
ter of Awqaf Izzudin Al Khatib 
Al Tamimi, also examined a re- 
port about the fire early warning 
system, proposed by the Civil 
Defence Departments. 

The committee erfdoised foe 
report and decided to send it to 
the resident engineer's office in- 
Jenisalem. 

The committee also deckled to 
increase foe technical support 
staff in Jerusalem. The restora- 
tion and gold-plating process, 
which started on July 20, 1992 
will take 540 days, according to 
foe committee chairman Sheikh 
Izzuddin. 

Meanwhile the Royal Commis- 
sion for foe Restoration of Mos- 
ques and Holy Sites in Jordan 
met Sunday under the chair- 
manship of Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of Transport Ali 


Suheimat. 

The committee studied offers 
for restoring monuments of the 
companions of Prophet Moham- 
mad in tbe South Mazar area near 
Al Karak. It also discussed prop- 
osals to reconstruct foe Prophet 
Shu’eib monument and reviewed 
all designs offered for foe project. 


Farhan defends IAF role 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times’ 

AMMAN — Until now, people 
still doubt the relationship be- 
tween the Muslim Brotherhood 
(Brotherhood) and the newly- 
established Islamic Action Front 
Party (IAF). In a two-hour lec- 
ture held Saturday at foe Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation, 
foe guest speaker, IAF secretary. 

. Ishaq Farhan, refuted accusa- 
tions and shed light on his party’s 
real objectives. 

“The Islamic Action Front is 
not a substitute for the Muslim 
Brotherhood,” Dr. Farhan said. 
“It is a political party that saw 
light on the 8th of December last 
year and heads towards political 
action rather than concentrating 
on charitable activities and edu- 
cating generations based on Isla- 
mic teachings and principles as it 
is the case in the Muslim Brother- 
hood." 

In what they claim as foe fai- 
lure of tbe Muslim Brotherhood 
to achieve its desired objectives, 
some lecture participants fired 
criticism at the Brotherhood, 
blaming it of inefficiency fn 
assuming its responsibilities 
throughout its 64 years of exist- 
ence. 

“Is the establishment of the 
IAF a simple declaration of the 



Ishaq Farhan 

Brotherhood’s failure or is it 
simply an adaptation to what .is 
really going on in the Jordanian 
political arena?” one participant 
asked. 

Dr. Farhan told participants 
that Islamic action is not only 
confined to the establishment of 
the Islamic state (caliphate). It 
has, he said, other main objec- 
tives among which is Islamic 
education and spreading the Isla- 
mic cal! among the people. 

“The Brotherhood has suc- 
ceeded in raising awareness 
among the public of foe message 
of Mam,” be stated. “While mos- 
ques are nowadays flooded with 
people praying, and hijab (the 
Islamic veil) has become an 
ordinary feature of Muslim 
women; these aspects were consi- 
dered a rare phenomena in the 


past,” he added. 

One participant questioned if 
women wearing veils and inci- 
dents of killing tourists in Egypt 
can be considered positive fea- 
tures of Islamic renaissance. 

“The West is very well aware 
of an Islamic renaissance,” Dr. 
Farhan answered back. 

During the lecture. Dr. Farhan 
explained that one of the main 
challenges facing the IAF is an 
interior one; that is. the difficulty 
of members to get accustomed to 
political action. He emphasised 
that one of the important things 
members ought to deal with is 
their adaptation to foe principles 
of democracy and accepting its 
consequences. 

A member of the Islamic Li- 
beration Parly charged the IAF 
with being a state party rather 
than a people's party. 

Dr. Farhan refuted the accusa- 
tion saying that foe IAFs main 
goal is not to oppose the govern- 
ment on every action it takes. 

“We do approve certain ac- 
tions adopted by the government 
but that does not mean that we 
are following in its footsteps.” he 
said. “We oppose, for instance, 
the peace process and demand 
the withdrawal of Arab delega- 
tions, a stand that is totally con- 
trary to that of foe government.” 


Jordan 
to exhibit 
produce 
in Berlin 

By Ella Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan will again 
display samples of its agricultural 
products at International Green 
Week Berlin 1993, a fair which 
will open in the German dty on 
January 22. 

Forty-five countries are to take 
part in the fur, displaying pro- 
ducts from the five continents; 
according to officials at foe Agri- 
cultural Marketing Organisation 
(AMO), a branch of foe Ministry 
of Agriculture which is arranging 
Jordan's participation. 

The AMO said that apart from 
officials, Jordan will be repre- 
sented by five biisinesmen from 
the private sector who will exhibit 
samples of Jordanian. vegetables, 
fruits and flowers, as well as 
citrus fruits grown in the Jordan 
Valley. 

In participating in foe annual 
fair, Jordan hopes to attract 
buyers for its agriculture pro- 
duce, particularly since Jordan is 
attempting to market its products 
in Europe, said AMO officials 
Sunday. They said only a limited 
number of European countries 
are currently buying Jordanian 
agricultural products and the dis- 
play of Jordanian produce was 
bound to attract importers and 
consumers. 

■ The United States Agency for 
Internatioanl Development 
(USAID) and the German Agen- 
cy for Technical Development 
(GTZ) along with the Jordanian 
government are financing Jor- 
dan’s attendance at the fair this 
year, said foe officials. 

A press release from foe Berlin 
Fair Centre said several seminars 
on topics such as development of 
facilities and the prospects for 
“leisure industries” in the coun- 
try, as well as “farm holidays", 
will be held at foe fair. Visitors to 
Green Week will have an oppor- 
tunity to participate m discus- 
sions, watch dmonstrations and 
view livestock displays. 

Jordan traditionally exports its 
agricultural crops to the Gulf 
states, but AMO Director Salem 
Lawzi said at the start of the 


Settlements 

(Continued from page I) 
occupied territories while in Israel the 
road situation worsened. 

“Continuation of construction at 
this time is an obstacle to the peace 
talks in Washington and it raises 
tension and violence in the (occupied) 
territories,” the statement said. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
came to power in July vowing to curb 
the settlements which the United 
States insisted were an obstacle to 
Arab-Israeli peace talks launched in 
October 1991. 


REQUIRED 

A female professional typist in English language is 
required, using both a typewriter and PC. Minimum 2 
years experience in the field with good command of 
English. 

Full time office hours required. Typing Arabic is an 
advantage. 

Please send your C.V. and certificate of qualifica- 
tion with two photographs to Rumiana Nuseibeh, 
P.O.Box 35087, Amman-Jordan, latest till 23rd of 
Jan. 93. 



ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS 
OF OTHER LANGUAGES 


The Language Centre at the University of Jordan 
announces that the intensive course in modem standard 
Arabic for speakers of other languages will commence on 
January 30, 1993, and will last for 16 weeks. 

The programme is intensive and classes meet in the 
morning for 20 hours per week, Saturday-Wednesday. 
Evening classes meet three days a week: Saturday, 
Monday and Wednesday. 

Those Interested, please call at the Language 
Centre for registration. 

(Registration begins on Saturday 23.1.1993) 



Eggplants for. export. , 

agricultural season in November 
the Kingdom stands a good 
chance of marketing its produce 
to Europe especially during the 
winter. Dr. Lawzi had earlier 


ip 


toured several eastern European 
countries including Romania. 
Bulgaria and Hungary, where he 
said importers expressed Interest 
in buying Jordanian produce. 
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Director 

Dr. HASSIB A. SAHYOUN 
Consultant Supervisor 

Dr. JALAL HADDADIN Dr. NASHAT DAHABREH 

COMPLETE DIAGNOSTIC INVESTIGATIONS 
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F reworks vs cruise missiles 


ttl£ RENEWED attack ag ains t Iraq, although limited 
|| mature, is likely to raise tension even further in the 
Urra, and on such basis alone it has to be deplored in 
|k strongest terms. The choice of target makes Last 
^ hfs attack all the more reprehensible, in fact, since 
|| is the responsibility of the U.N., and not American 
ctrise missdes, to dismantle Iraq’s unclear facilities or 
Ufat is left of them. For President Bosh and his 
administration to take international legitimacy and 
tl.N. resolutions into their own hands can only mean 
ftrl the U.S. has indeed appointed itself a world 
ffcitceman and not a world leader. 

The haunch of some 40 cruise missiles from ships in 
Ihe Gulf and the Red Sea against Zafraniyeh was 
filled in Washington yesterday the “simplest and 
arfest” option in a grand strategy to weaken the Iraqi 
ftegbne and its mass-destruction weapon programme, 
tint Turkey and Saudi Arabia ought have opposed 
fts use of their territories by U.S. forces to attack Iraq 
ftcew, thus leading Washington to opt for the missiles, 
•us played down to the point of ignoring the whole 
Question by official spokesman. We can only conclude 
mom this that Washington's real options are not much 
better than to pick a fight with Iraq, whatever the 
Inherent circumstances. 


While we are opposed to any provocations instigated 
If Baghdad against the U.S. and its allies, simply 
fcecaosc tension with the West is not in Iraq's best 
flhtercsts, we remain convinced that the outgoing U.S. 
•resident stfll does things in a fashion that shows he 
ns an axe to grind with President Saddam. Bush will 
•either forget nor forgive Saddam — certainty not in 
•fc* last boms of his presidency. Bat the continuing 
duwdovm can be in neither country's Interest, espe- 
•iaBy with the unjustly and unfairly imposed “no-fly” 
senes in the north and south of Iraq. The new U.S. 
•kesadent has to take into consideration that weaken- 
ing Iraq as a country, or risking its disintegration into 
Statelets, wifl bring harm not just to this region and its 
countries but to U-S. interests here. The West should 
•^rf have expected Iraq to give up the Umm Qasr port 
Without a fight, albeit as symbolic as that of sending 
to tanned men to retrieve Iraqi equipment. Nor should 
ftnve the myopic Kuwaitis accepted to take it back 
from Iraq under the threat of U.S. cruise missiles a nd 
Stealth bombers. Nor should have U.S. allies, particu- 
larly those who are ever enthusiastic about jumping on 
Ife American bandwagon, accepted tbe tragic turn of 
events in tbe Gulf without one solid question being 
teked on (he wisdom of Washington’s actions. 

Fireworks for Washington and cruise missiles for 
Iraq simply do not tally. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


TODAY MARKS the second anniversary of the U.S.-led 
jf session on Iraq, an aggression that opened the door for the 
western nations to launch a series of attacks on the Iraqi people 
and pursue the evil task of starving their children, said AJ Rn’i 
A~abic daily Sunday. The paper said that peace-loving nations 
would never forget that it was Jordan which had tried to stop the 
tr.’gedy that befell the Iraqi people and prevent the bombs from 
falling on the women and children, by attempting to solve the 
dispute with Kuwait through an Arab- Arab dialogue. It is also to 
be remembered that Jordan's good mediation was ignored and 
tbit its efforts were aborted, said the daily. Despite the tragedy 
«.d the divisions among the Arab countries, the paper said, 
Jr-rdan has continued and will continue to have faith in the strong 
Iks that bind the Arabs together; Jordan is continually trying to 
reestablish solidarity among the Arab states because for Jordan a 
ft:n-Arab unity remains the ultimate goal. There is no doubt that 
fte developments in the region and the continued aggression on 
Iraq and the U.S. threats against the Arabs should prompt the 
Arabs to re-unify their ranks and rransccnd their difference* and 
the negative effects of the Gulf crisis, the paper said. I: noted '.hat 
frs common enemies of the Arab nation arc continual!) trying to 
dbsride the Arabs while Jordan will continue *-j ^ l'.\ car. to 
bring them together. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra'l daily Sunday accused the American 
media in general and the Gallop Centre for Public Opinion polls 
in particular as fabricating figures about the public views in the 
United States. Khaled Mahadin said that according to the polls, 
S3 per cent of Americans support aggression on Iraq and 46 per 
rent demand the liquidation of Saddam Hussein, but that could 
never be true since the Americans elected Ginton and not Bush 
to become president and decided not to support the ongoing 
posident's polities against Iraq. If the figures were true, 
However, the world should expect a grim future since, based on 
Ike polls, 300 million Americans would be characterised as 
ir.'jrdcrers using all sophisticated weapons to destroy other 
*;-tions in the years to come, noted the writer. He said that he was 
sire that 83 per cent of the Americans do not know anything 
•l out Iraq and that 46 per cent are not interested in the Gulf 
rv-iion. The writer said that by electing Ginton, the Americans 
k.ve voted for someone who wants to address domestic affaire 
which have been neglected, causing unfold sufferings for millions 
© r Americans. He said that the lies and the poisoned propaganda 
e mpaigns that have been fed to the American people did not 
succeed in helping Bush to retain his post at the White House. 


Cold war warmed over 




By Edward Mortimer 


A YEAR ago this week the Alge- 
rian army deposed President 
Chadli Benjedid and cancelled 
the second ballot of pariiamen- 
taiy elections, due to take place a 
few days later. 

It was, on the face of it, an 
outrageous thing to do. just after 
the decisive political victory of 
liberal democracy over Soviet 
communism :n eastern Europe and 
the decisive military victory of the 
western democracies over the 
army of an Arab dictator in the 
Gulf war. Surely the same west- 
ern democracies that had put 
great pressure on governments 
elsewhere in Africa to accept 
multi -party elections would not 
tolerate such a blatant abortion of 
the electoral process on the very 
fringe of western Europe? 

They did, of course, and the 
reason is not secret. The Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) was virtual- 
ly certain to win an overall major- 
ity if the second ballot had gone 
ahead. During the cold war. the 
West would turn a blind eye to 
authoritarian practices if the 


alternative seemed likely to be a 
communist or pro-communisi 
government. Now, it seems, the 
same rule applies, only for “com- 
munist" read “Islamic fun- 
damentalist." 

In the case of communism, 
there was a double rationale for 
this attitude. On the one hand, the 
expansion of communism, by 
whatever means, was seen as 
threatening western security. On 
the other, it was aigued that a 
communist victory, even through 
the ballot box, would in fact be a 
defeat for democracy, since a 
communist government would 
not allow any more free elections. 

This second argument has been 
used explicitly in the Algerian 
case by a senior U.S. official, Mr. 
Edward Djerejian, who said 
there would be no overwhelming 
merit in a system of “one person, 
one vote, one lime.’’ 

It has some plausibility, in that 
some of the FIS leaders had said 
openly that they did not believe 
in multi-party democracy, and it 
was doubtful whether the discre- 


dited Mr. Benjedid would have 
been strong enough to hold them 
to the constitution once they were 
in office. 


Threat: Myth or Reality?, that 
this view is indeed held by many 
influential people in the U.S. 


A year later, however, the 
daim by the army to have saved 
democracy from itself is looking 
thin. Thousands of Islamic mili- 
tants are in prison (and Amnesty 
International has again begun to 
receive regular reports of tor- 
ture), but there are enough still at 
large to carry on nightly gun 
battles with the security forces in 
many parts of tbe country. There 
is no sign of new elections being 
held. Even in economic policy the 
regime has reverted to 1970s -style 
dirigisme. 


It is probably even more widely 
held in Europe. The normally 
sober Economist magazine, in its 
imaginative history of the 21st 
century published last month, 
( nee Story below ) sees a new 
Arab- Islamic superpower, with 
Iran and Pakistan as satellites, 
conquering Turkey and southeast 
Europe, and going on in alliance 
with China to subdue large parts 
of Russia. 


The West's willingness to sup- 
port such a regime suggests that 
Islamic fundamentalism has also 
replaced communism in the other 
half of the cold war rationale. It is 
seen as a threat not only to 
Algerian liberties but also to 
western security. John Esposito, 
a leading U.S. specialist on Islam, 
shows in a new book, The Islamic 


Tbe Economist imagined this 
superpower starting with a coup 
in Saudi Arabia in 2011. But it 
also assumes that an isolationist 
U.S. will confine its interest to a 
“tranquil, fairly prosperous and 
almost wholly democratic'' west- 
ern hemisphere, while western 
Europe, protected by its nuclear 
deterrent, suffers only an influx 
of Russian refugees. 

Tragic as such a scenario might 
be for Turkey and eastern 
Europe, a cynical West European 


(and still more a cynical Amer- 
ican) may be tempted to wonder 
what all the fuss is about, if that is 
The worst that “resurgent Islam" 
can do to him. The most plausible 
part of it is.that western Europe’s 
“disaster" takes the form of a 
bungled Anglo-French military 
intervention in the Middle East, 
not an Arab or Muslim invasion 
of western Europe itself. 

Mr. Esposito takes an optimis- 
tic view of Islamic revivalism, 
concluding that “guided by our 
stated ideals and goals of freedom 
and setf-detemmatkm, the west 
has an ideal vantage point foT 
appreciating the aspirations of 
many in the Muslim world as they 
seek to define new paths for their 
future." 


The French scholar Olivier 
Roy is much gloomier about what 
Islamic movements have to offer 
their own people. But the title of 
his book. The Failure of Political 
Islam (L’echec de r Islam politi- 
que), is also implicity reassuring 
from a selfish western point of 


view. 

Mr. Roy, who was an admirer 
of Islamic politics in its revolit- 
tionary phase, recounts sadly how 
such movements have retreated 
during the 1980s into what be 
calls “neo-fundamentalism”, or 
even “Iwnpen-Isiamism”, led by 
less well-educated people who 
interpret Islam as an austere and 
joyless life-style rather than a 
recipe for social liberation, 

Mr. Roy takes it for granted 
that the FIS wilt come to power m 
Algeria sooner or later. Bui, be 
says, it would change only the law 
and les moenrs — not SO much 
actual morals as the code of 
public, or publicly admissible, be- 
haviour. “It no longer offers any 
model of a different society or a 
better tomorrow.” 


Following is “A World History.” 
by Dwight Bogdanov and Vladi- 
mir Lov.ell i University of Califor- 
nia in Moscow. 640 pages or 27 
sight bites, published 2992), 
one of the best accounts of demo- 
cracy's post-1991 failure. Here 
is its Chapter 13. reprinted from 
The Economist. 


This was an opportunity of a 
magnitude the world had rarefy 
seen before As Chapter 12 ex- 
plained, the three-sided War of 
Ideas that had occupied most of 
the 20th century ended in a 
sweeping victory for the once 
apparently doomed forces of 
liberalism. The defeat of racial 
totalitarianism in 1945 having 
been followed by the defeat of 
communist totalitarianism in 
1989-91. the victorious pluralism 
seemed to have the future at their 
feet. 


The collapse of communism 
brought universal agreement that 
there was no serious alternative 
to free-marfcet capitalism as the 
way to organise economic life. It 
was almost as widely agreed that 
multi-party democracy was the 
best form of politics; only a hand- 
ful of authoritarians anxious to 
preserve their own power — most 
of them in Muslim south-west 
Asia — and the old men still 
running China openly stood aside 
from tbe new orthodoxy. To this 
ideological triumph was added, in 
the Gulf war of 1991, a military 
success that appeared to confirm 
the new balance of power. The 
pluralist alliance possessed a 
technological advantage in the 
weapons of war that could, it 
seemed, defeat almost any possi- 
ble adversary. 


AH (his was potentially a grea- 
ter change in the course of history 
than Britain's defeat of 
Napoleonic France in 1815. That 
decided who was to he militarily 
dominant in the I9th century, but 
it did not put an end to the 
ideological fallacy that had begun 
in France in !7: ! 9 and reappeared 
in r..*-.v shape ;« Russia in 1917. 
The events 01 1989-91 could also 
have proved more decisive than 
the victory of the reformation in 
the 17th century. That changed 
the ideological scene, but it did 
nothing to decide the military and 
political balance of power in 
Europe. 

Perhaps not since the battle of 
Actium in 31 BC, which made 
possible the Pax Romans of the 
next two centuries, had there 
been such a chance to remake the 
world; and in AD 1991. unlike 31 
BC, the central idea on which the 
.emaking would have been based 
was the victors’ belief in every 
man’s right to political and eco- 

ncr,:; ;r jado::i. 

Vr.e remaking never happened, 
fo: f"sons iha; metiesn students 

■■:s:oiy can untied, an 5 .ie;;er 
•har. ihc people of toe time did. 
The 2lst century became the 
“century of disasters,” and it was 
not until the 2300s that it began to 
be possible to reassemble the 
beginnings of today's General 
Confederation of Democracies. 
"Hie post 1991 failure happened 
because of a failure of clear think- 
ing, a failure of imagination, and 
a failure of will. 


Pillar by pillar, it fell 


The failure of clear thinking 
applied to _ all three members of 
the victorious coalition — the 
United States, the European 
Community and Japan. They 
could, if they wished, have 
brought a share of liberty and 
prosperity to much of die rest of 
the world by the end of the 21sr 
century. They did wish it. But 
they failed to see that to succeed 
they had to remain a partnership. 


Looking back from 2992 


The disastrous 21st century 


Instead, each of the three almost 
at once started to assert itself 
egainst the others. By 2006, the 
year of the last American military 
withdrawal from Europe and 
Asia, the coalition had collapsed. 

At first this was blamed on 
economic rivalry. There were in- 
deed, even before 1991. sharp 
animosities in American- 
European-Japanese trading rela- 
tions. These grew still sharper in 
the 1990s. After a brief glow of 
optimism, the attempt to draw up 
a more liberal set of trading rules 
had to be abandoned as protec- 
tion led to retaliation, which pro- 
duced counter-retaliation, and so 
on. By the end of the century 
there was virtually no rate book 
at all. The disruption of trade 
hurt the rich of the world; but it 
hurt tiie poor even more, because 
in the trade war that followed 
they were defenceless. 


Beneath the economic rivalry, 
however, it can now be seen that 
a deeper cause of division was at 
work. It had become common in 
the late 20th century for the 
“advanced” countries to daim 
that they, at least, had overcome 
the disease called nationalism. 
They exaggerated their cure. 
Worse, the force that had given 
birth to nationalism in tire 18tb 
and 19th centuries had now 
moved on to a larger stage. The 
desire to create a sense of identity 
by marking oneself off from 
others — by separating “us” from 
“them” — had spread from single 
countries to whole regions. No 
riiared political or philosophical 
belief was strong enough to resist 
it. Hypernationalism had 
appeared. The hoped-for new 
world order broke up into the 
European Restoration, the 
China-Japan Co-operation 
Sphere, and the New American- 
ism. 


The failure of imagination that 
-made this worse was specifically 
Europe's. The Europeiuis, seek- 
ing to recapture some of the 
?m-ver they had lost in the world 
■•■ars of the first half of the 20th 
century, had long been trying to 
set up a European union. The 
sudden defeat of communism 
made them think it was necessary 
to accelerate the process. In 
doing so. they concentrated on 
the western end of Europe, 
where the idea had started — and 
failed to picture the consequences 
of excluding the eastern, ex- 
communist part of the continent. 


Tbe West Europeans shut their 
doors to many of Eastern 
Europe's exports, thereby conde- 
mning countries like Poland, 
Hungary and Bohemia — which 


with help might have managed 
tire leap to democratic capitalism 


— to a long period of economic 
ana political disorder. The West 
E-rcp.-ar* a!-.c failed to halt the 
slaughter that accompanied the 
break-up of Yugoslavia. Tbe sub- 
sequent horrors in the ex-Soviet 
Union were perhaps too huge for 
anyone to halt; but western 
Europe could at least have built a 
barrier, from the Baltic to the 
Black Sea, between itself and the 
chaos in Russia. 


As it was, the West Europeans 
spent the 1990s quarrelling over 
rival constitutions; the anarchy in 
the east spread to the border of 
Germany; and by 2008 free 
Europe was a barely bigger place 
than it had been in 1988. 

The failure of will was Amer- 
ica’s. By 1992 the United States 
was the only power that might 
have prevented all this. It had 
military strength, a still-large eco- 
nomy, and an ability to see the 
world as a whole, the optimists 
believed that that the exhilaration 
of the 20th century, when the 
United States had twice saved the 


world for democracy, would res- 
cue Americans from a return to 
tbe isolationism they had chosen 
for themselves in the 19th eentuiy 
— and that America would once 
again be the saviour. 

The optimists were wrong. 
America’s economic and racial 
troubles, and the growing acri- 
mony of its relations with Europe 
and Japan, had eaten away its will 
to lend. Presklent Clinton kept up 
the attempts for a time, but by 
the end of the century introver- 
sion had won. The Buchanan 
Doctrine of 2003 — enunciated to 
Congress 180 years to the day 
after President Monroe's earlier 
declaration of the self-sufficiency 
of the Americas — made Amer- 
ica’s 21st century a new version of 
its 19th century. The 20th had 
been only a marvellous aberra- 
tion. 

Since the United States was 
now gentler in its treatment of 
other Americans, the new version 
was better .than., the old. The 
United States itself took a few 
decades to get used to its narrow- 
er horizons, and to sort out its 
internal problems. But by the 
mid-20OQs the western hemis- 
phere as a whole was tranquil, 
fairly prosperous and almost 
wholly democractic — an un- 
dogmatic association of free- 
trading nations protected by its 
encircling oceans (and the nuc- 
lear armoury of tbe United 
States) from the turmoil else- 
where. Even Quebec eventually 
joined the Pan-American Free 
Trade Area, on condition its 
name be spelt with an accent a igu. 

This relatively contented west- 
ern hemisphere was, alas, no 
model for the rest of the world. 
There, the consequences of the 
disintegration of the pluralist 
alliance began to work them- 
selves out, one by one. 

It was no longer possible to* 
hope, as many had hoped at the 
start of the 1990s, that the demo- 
cracies might sometimes send 
their soldiers to save people from 
the terrible events of that time — 
in some countries mass starvation 
and its accompanying banditry, in 
others a brutal suppression of 
democracy by military dictators, 
elsewhere the collapse of all orga- 
nised government. The Joint In- 
terim Regime in Somalia (1993- 
98) showed what could be done. 
It distributed the food that saved 
several million people from 
death, rebuilt the country's in- 
frastructure , and adminstered die 
place until the election of govern- 
ments for the two countries into 
which the Somalis decided to 
divide themselves. But the Soma- 
lia intervention was the last of its 
kind. 

Intervention cost money, and 
lives. If this was hard for the 
democracies to accept when they 
were still allies who shared the 
burden, it became impossible 
when they bad broken up. The 
idea that the rest of the world 
migbi be helped along tbe road to 
freedom and prosperity faded 
from people's thoughts. After the 
failure in Yugoslavia, western 
Europe began to lower a mental 
curtain between itself and events 
east of Vienna. The guiding lamp 
of democracy grew dim. Dicta- 
tors everywhere took new heart; 
the doctrine that sovereignty per- 
mitted abuse of human rights — 
cuius regio etus potestas — took 
new root. 

The retreat from democratic 
hopes was made more rapid by 
the impoverishment that followed 
the tearing-up of world trade 
rales. Many African and Asian 
countries, suddenly even poorer 
than before, were easy prey for 
•dictatorial seizures of power. By 
2030 a larger proportion of the 
world's population was living 
under authoritarian rule than 


half a century. earlier. 


The new giants 


Out of this confusion arose two 
new great powers, which between 
them came to dominate the 22nd 
and 23rd centuries. The first — 
.predictably, though not many 
people realised in time where the 
statistics were pointing — was 
China. 

The Chinese economy could 
not quite keep op che 9 per cent 
real annual growth rate it had 
reached in the 1980s; that period, 
the opening up of agriculture and 
small industry, was the easy one. 
But even when it faced the more 
difficult task of building a modern 
mass-production industry on the 
market system. China continued 
to grow faster than any other big 
country, sometimes by a margin 
of two or three percentage points 
. a year. Sinct^ithad over a billion . 
peopfe.~that.iiuide.il. a great eco- 
, nomic power ~by the 2020s; and,' 

’ since it already possessed nuclear 
weapons, and was now able to 
pay for formidable non-nuclear 
armed forces as well, it became a 
great political power too. 

It was not, however, to become 
a democracy. It ceased to be a 
communist society, of course, 
when its rating party gave up 
control of the economy. But that 
ruling party continued to declare, 
even when it no longer called 
itself communist, that a country 
as big and disparate as China 
needed a strong central govern-, 
ment. especially if it was to have a 
vigorous foreign policy. As exam- 
ples, the ex-Communiscs pointed 
both to China’s own history and, 
closer in time, to the de facto 
one-party system devised by post- 
1945 Japan. They struck a deal 
with their former Nationalist ene- 
mies, when unification with 
Taiwan took place in 2007, and 
reunified China settled down to 
be a market economy under an 
authoritarian political leadership. 
It was by no means the first time 
the world had seen that combina- 
tion. 

This China's first big foreign- 
policy challenge was what to do 
with Japan. Many Japanese, 
seeing the way things were going 
in China, were by the end of the 
1990s arguing that if Japan 
wanted to keep its independence 
it must become a nuclear power. 
But memories of the atomic 
bombing of two Japanese towns 
in 1945, and the fact that most of 
Japan's people lived in a handful 
of vulnerable coastal cities, pro- 
duced strong opposition to this 
idea within Japan itself; and, in 
2009, China delivered its veto. 

Tbe detonation of a Chinese 
nuclear warhead over the sea off 
Yokohama caused no casualties, 
except for the unlucky crew of a 
tanker that had ignored the warn- 
ings. It was the last martial use of 
nuclear power. But it changed the 
map of eastern Asia, and from 
then on Japan was to China what 
Switzerland had earlier been to 
its big European neighbours: a 
rich, efficient provider of special- 
ised financial and business pro- 
ducts, independent in its domes- 
tic affairs, but small and unasser- 
tive enough (Japan's population 
was now less than a tenth of 
China's, and ageing fast) to be 
any kind of rival on the interna- 
tional scene. 

Now China had to decide what 
its relations should be with the 
other new great power of the 23st 
century. This was the force that 
burst upon the world, almost as 
explosively as a similar phe- 
nomenon had done 1,400 years 
earlier, out of the long-sluggish 
Muslim World; the New 
Caliphate, as amused outriders 
called it until they learnt not to 
joke. 


The failure of Muslims to 
match the political and economic 
advance of the democracies had 
puzzled the 19th and 20th centur- 
ies. These people had, after all, 
an earlier history of dazzling 
achievement; more recently 
many of them had show great 
skill in science and the arts; and, 
since the early 20th century, their 
lands had contained 'most of the 
industrial world's chief source of 
energy. All they lacked, it 
seemed, was the right combina- 
tion of circumstances for organis- 
ing themselves into a coherent 
power. That this analysis was 
correct was demonstrated by the 
results of Colonel Aigosaibi's 
coup in Saudi Arabia in 2011. 

Algosaibi succeeded, where so 
many would-be unifiers of Islam 
had failed, because he quickly, 
took control of almost all the 
.Gulf oil; because be could point 
Muslims towards a new geopdlt-, 
peal target; and, above all, be- 
cause by 201 i Muslims felt that at 
last they had a chance to work off 
their ancient resentment against 
the now-splintered western 
world. 

The revolutionaries in ex-Saudi 
Arabia, now the Islamic Republic 
of Arabia, offered to share the 
Gulfs oil wealth with other Mus- 
lims in return for a foreign-policy 
alliance and a joint army. Most of 
eastern Islam stayed aloof, bur 
almost all the Arabs joined the 
movement: Iran found it expe- 
dient to compromise; and even 
Pakistan made a contribution to 
the army. The driving force was 
not religion, though that created 
the movement's sense of identity. 
It was hypernationalism, another 
region's demand to stride upon 
the stage. 

Tbe first victim was Turkey, a 
country accused of betraying its 
fellow Muslims in pursuit of the 
false western idea of democracy. 
A bungled British-French expedi- 
tion to Antioch (2014) failed to 
prevent the invasion of Turkey. 
The forces of the New Caliphate 
swept up the Bosporus and. in the 
war of the Sanjak (2016), estab- 
lished' their first bridgehead in 
south-eastern Europe. 

The main target.. however, was 
the decaying corpse of Russia, 
itself a fragment of the broken 
Soviet Union; and here the New 
Caliphate found the basis for the 
alliance with China that was to 
shape the next two centuries. The 
Chinese wanted to recover the 
Siberian territories they had lost 
to Russia in the “unequal 
treaties” of the 19th century. The 
new Muslim power started by 
wanting to remove tbe last Rus- 
sian influence from the Muslim 
southern parts of the ex-Soviet 
Union; and then, having achieved 
that, found itself pushing still 
farther north. China supplied 
most of the weapons the 
Caliphate needed. Tbe Caliphate 
provided China with a secure 
western flank. 


By the mid-21st century, all 
this had been accomplished, be- 
cause there was nobody to forbid 
it. The Americans politely repe- 
ated that the rest of the world was 
no business of theirs. The West 
Europeans, divided, isolated 
from America, and shocked by 
tbe Antioch disaster, did not in- 
tervene. India, intimidated by tbe 
new Muslim power and 
weakened by the secession of 
some of its north-western states, 
was helpless. Africa south of die 
Sahara had for the moment 
vanished out of history. 

The Russians, after years of 
economic disorder - and short- 
lived governments, were in no 
position to resist. Their army was 
demoralised, and they did not use 
their decrepit nuclear weapons 
for fear of an overwhelming 


The end of the cycle 


Looking back from 2992, one 
can see why the democracies mis- 
sed the great opportunity they 
were given in the 1990s. The fact 
that they had had to spend the 
20th century fighting their two- 
front War of Ideas, against com- 
munism and fascism, was itself a 
sign that a cycle of history was 
approaching jts end. The. demo- 
cracies needed , to reexamine -the 
iritis that had created this cycle: 
but they left the re-examination 
too late. 


-«!■ 


Algeria under such a govern- 
ment would be more like Saudi 
Arabia than Iran. Not perhaps 
the ideal neighbour one would 
wish for, but hardly a significant 
threat to European security — 
Financial Times. 


Chinese response. In two brief 
campaigns Russia's borders were 
pushed back to the Urals and to 
an uneasy line running from the 
central Urals to tbe Sea of Azov. 
The exodus of refugees added to 
the pressures on western Europe.. 
The Chinese-Muslim alliance 
knowing the Europeans still had a 
powerful nuclear force, cautious- 
ly decided to push its expansion 
no further; but it had become the 
new superpower. 


These democracies were the 
product of a period that h&fi 
begun 500 years earlier m the pak 
of events known as the Renaiss- 
ance and the .Reformation. Th«b 
was when the rights and responsi- 
bilities of the individual began to 
be asserted against the spirit of 
authority that had dominated ttys 
previous era. It was also when tbe 
power of rationality reasserted 
itself after an Age of Faith. Bote, 
of these were necessary change;, 
and between them they produced 
the European- American culture, 
that shaped the next half- 
millennium. But, as usual, the 
changes that corrected past errors 
went too far, and became new 
errors. 


By the 18th century it was 
being argued that man had now 
reached an Age of Reason, in 
which human beings could under- 
stand and master every aspect of 
their lives. This proved false. It 
led, among other things, to the 
French revolution of 1789 and tbe 
Russian revolution of 1917, both 
of which ctaimed to speak for 
human rights but in fact crushed 
them, and both of which did 
irrational things in tbe name of 
reason. The fascist upheaval of 
the 1920s and 1930s was in part a 
reaction to this, a violent return 
to the idea that blood and feeling 
were the true guides to human 
action. Nationalism, and its spn 
hyper-nationalism , were milder 
versions of tbe same reaction. 

It was time for a readjustment. 
A new balance was heeded be- 
tween the analytic part of tbe 
human mind and the instinctive 
part, between rationality arid 
feeling; only then could man 
address the world more steadily. 
And a new bargain bad to i* 
struck between the claims of indi- 
vidual freedom and the claims of 
a universal morality; only then 
cotiki law ami liberty swing cyco- 
ly on the scales. Because they did 
not tackle these problems in tirnei * 




l 
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from the dimax of. their 20th* 
century victory into anti-ciiroax- ■ 
They did not know what to do 
next 


It is easy in 2992 to. say this. 
Today*® 3 billion people have 
managed, at least in part, to do, 
those rebalancings. And they- 
have seen China and thc Muslinrf 
move into their own new period 1 
of division and uncertainty; Rus- 
sia reassemble itself; Americs 
oome - back into' the wbrldj: 'and - 
Europe settle for prosy but work- 
able reality. The conditions erf a 
Pax Democcatica have at fast g 
aroved. If only the people of 1992 * 
had seen what their distant de- 
scendants, coaid do. - 
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Businessman denies role in scam 


(Contfeaed Dram page 1) 

one-paragraph answer to the 
judiciary Committee at the 
House of Representatives, 
which was obtained by the 
Jordan Times, say. that “pro- 
secutors involved m tbe case — 
who are all career profession- 
als — agreed that the evidence 
available at the time of the 
iw&smentw^notsufficiCTtto 
support criminal charges 
against Dajani,” the Aug. 1992 
report added. 

In tbe 190-page preliminary 
report by the in- 

mt counsel, tbe investi- 

s say that the prosecutors’ 
ion not to indict Mr. Da- 
jam was supported by the De- 
partment of Justice and the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office, which 
“agree that at the time, they 
bad insufficient evidence to in- 
dict him on a ‘BNL as victim* 
theory.” 

Mr. Dajani J s Amman Re- 
sources — a commodity trad- 
ing, shipping and termi nailing 
agents company — became the 
main handlers for Iraqi-bound 
wheat and rice through Aqaba 
in 1984 at the height of the 
Iran-lraq war when Iraq's 
ports in the Gulf were blocked. 
Mr. Dajani, who is married to 
an American, was living in 
Washington at the time. 

According to Mr. Dajani, 
attention focused on him after 
his company solved a recurring 
problem faced by the Iraqis in 
transporting three million ton- 
nes of commodities — one 
million each — from the U.S.. 
Canada and Australia to Iraq. 
Shipments of grain were trans- 
ported by small vessels with 
25, 000-tonne capacity and 
waited at the ports until they 
were offloaded. 

To solve the problem, Mr. 
DajanPs company maintained 
a 75,000 tonne ship, the Tanga, 
as a floating silo in Aqaba. The 
ship was equipped with 
vacuum hoses which would 
' empty the grain into a fleet of 
1,700 Jordanian and Iraqi 
trucks which would carry the 
grain to Iraq. 

"This amounted to 
tremendous savings for Iraq,” 
which, according to Mr. Da- 
jam, was paying $100 million in 
demurrage because of conges- 
tion in the ports of Iskanda- 
roun (Turkey). Aqaba and 
Kuwait. “The cost of shipping 
was reduced to a third.” 

“We were providing an im- 
maculate service for transport- 
ing wheat and rice not ooljr 
* from America to Iraq but abp 
from Canada and Austratis?*' 
" he said adding that it was tbe 
success of this operation which 


brought attention to his person 
and company. 

“The bulk of two items, 
wheat and rice, created the 
need for major shipping and 
that is when we came in," Mr. 
Dajani said. At that time a 
specialised team of the Central 
Bank of Iraq and Rafidain 
Bank were asking for quota- 
tions from American hanks on 
the agricultural credits to Iraq. 
“And die banking community 
sought to finance Iraqi purch- 
ases because it was guaranteed 
by tbe U.S. government.” 

BNL-AfJanta, according to 
Mr. Dajani; bad slightly lower 
rates and “that is why it co- 
vered the largest percentage of 
Iraqi financing.” Mr. Dajani 
was introduced to BNL man- 
agement by tbe Iraqis and “we 
consequently became good 
friends.” 

It was his friendship with 
•BNL-Atlanta manager Dro- 
goul which caused tom nega- 
tive press coverage, be says. 


After Mr. Drogonl was fired 
from the bank in 1989, Mr. 
Dajani signed tom on as a 
consultant with a three-year 
contract. 

According to die Wall Street 
Journal's report, Mr. Dajani 
asked Mr. Dragon! to “report 
every six weeks ... on moves 
made by die Atlanta mvestiga- 
fore,” but Mr. Dajani, while 
Conceding that be did employ 
Mr. Drogonl after he was 
fired, said that his task was 
totaify different. “He did mas- 
sive amount of work in financ- 
ing commodity trading for die 
Par East,” Mr. Dajani said 
adding that Mr. Dregoul's ser- 
vices nave since been termin- 
ated because “he has not been 
able to frmetion because of his 
non-availability.” 

Mr. Dajani was also quick to 
point out that be checked tbe 
legality of bis appointment of 
Mr. Drogoul with an Atlanta 
legal council office before he 
offered him a job. “They said 


there was no problem.” 

Mr. Drogoul. who initially 
pleaded guilty to fraud charges 
and is feeing a passible jail 
term of more than 300 years, 
retained a new lawyer in Au- 
gust of last year. Tbe new 
attorney successfully moved to 
change Mr. Drogonl ’s guilty 
plea, according to the Wall 
Street Journal's report. His 
case will be heard in court in 
April. 

Mr. Dajani summed up his 
role in the affair as attempting 
to “bridge understanding be- 
tween Iraq and the U.S.' on the 
subject of trade development.” 

• “There was a convergence of 
interest between tbe two coun- 
tries and since Iraq was a 
dosed society. I. as a business- 
man, recognised this converg- 
ence and operated with the full 
knowledge and coordination of 
both countries,'* he said. 


Evictees 

(Coathraed from page 1) 

Some holding copies of the 
Koran above their heads, the 413 
men marched in silence Sunday 
about one kilometre to a rocky 
hilltop overlooking Israel's self- 
declared “security zone.” 

They sat down in the road and 
prayed while Israel’s militia allies 
brought in reinforcements and 
Israeli troops stood ready with 
firehoses to force them back from 
Zemraya crossing point. 

“The U.N. Security Council 
should be ashamed of itself,” Dr. 
Rantisi told the men. “How can it 
implement resolutions on Iraq 
but silently watch Israeli terror- 
ism?” . . . 

The Palestinians stopped about 
400 metres from tbe nearest tanks 
of the Israeli-backed South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia, which 
moved up 100 metres during the 
march until they were 600 metres 
north of the crossing. 
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Under the Patronage of 
H.R.H. Princess Sarvath El Hassan 

X 

The Royal Cultural Center A| 

Presents lUJ 

The RCC Ballet Group 

Performed by the Choroegrapber 

Mr-Ali Yasser , Miss Rania Kamhawi 
and all group. 

Date of Performances;- 

-Tuesday 19th of January 1933 
-Wednesday 20th of January 1993 
-Thursday 21th of January 1993 
At the Main Theatre 

of the Royal Cultural Center at 7:30 pon. 



For more information 
please call 

(( 661026 - 661027 )). 


Tickets available at :■ 



Thd Royal Cultural Center Tel (( 661026 - 661027 )) 

. ^ Safeway /Shmaisani Tel <( 685299 )) flj 

\ £§ Tickets S J.D. Par. Person 


izmsiiwtor & *wdont^in co 
so LOsnrsK & jwellejuj 

ET^nONES L^BOJt^TOJiy 
IS PftOUE TO ANNOUNCE 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

1. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

• Minimum 10 years experience. 

• First rate typing and shorthand. 

• Arabic and English skills. 

• Capable of handling work flow 

for top executives at a large trading 
and services company, 

• Must view position as long term 
opportunity. 

• Top salary paid for top talent 

2. SALES PERSONNEL for 

sophisticated electronic and 
computer equipment 

• Minimum 3 years experience. 

B Technical knowledge is ji must ... . 

Call 624466 or write to P.O.Box 7474 
Attn: General Manager 



‘DMJIL mu EL ■ 9(jsrt 

HAS EARNED THE 
GRADUATE DIAMONDS DIPLOMA 

OF THE. . „ 

X3EMtffXX57GALXNS7TIT/IE OF AMERICA 

. v • X 

ADianitajxis Pinfcroa fins tfie Geftologicftl tooTmc ctf^^incqC^is 
reconized around ibe world as a standard of professional' expertise and 
gn ^ wafai j ng represented bymtddOlli 
ah* at your disposal: It is another way in which we are pppyidmg 
you wijfc ibe best advice and' service possible „ enabling yonftb buy 
finejew^w5fiia»fidenctf^ryeflrilwith{HTde. : <, 

Oar aanfitittnent unprofessional education fbrougfr ibMJemologicM 
Institute of Athedcals a cotmoinntut tb our customers?..- 

ANOTHERlfrEP mbuRX&ICATION 
TO PRdFEgSIONAL SERVICE 

. ■ 

IZMRIAN SzANDONlAN CO. 
GOLDSMITH MARKET 
TEL: 06 -613337/ 697580 -FAX:776115 
P.O. BOX : 1330 AMMAN - JORDAN 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Special tasue No. 1 



Drawing of Jan. 17, 1993 


Winning Tickets 


Holder of ticket No.- 16849 B 

Wins JD 50,000 


Holder of ticket No. 16849 A 

Wins JD 15,000 


Holder of ticket No 89005 (A+B) 
Wins JD 7,000 I 


Holder of ticket No! 7832 |A+B] 
‘ Wins JD 5,000 


Holder of ticket No08275 «A+B)| 
Wins JD 4,500 


Holder of ticket No 57 37 5 (A+B)j 
Wins JD 3,500 


Holder of ticket No21318 (A+B)| 

Wins JD 3,000 


Holder of ticket No04S83 (A+B)| 
Wins JD 2,500 


Holder of ticket No07549 (A+B)| 
Wins JD 2,000 


Holder of ticket Nol2454 (A+B)j 
Wins JD 1300 


Holder of ticket No.67287 (A+B)l 
Wins JD 1,000 


Tan consobdon prizes toJa&ng JD 5409 each wins JD SM 

16840 16859 16949 17849 26849 
16848 16839 16749 15849 06849 


Ten consolation prizes totaling JD 3^w each wins JD 350 

16846 16859 16949 17849 26849 
16848 16839 16749 15849 06849 


TVianty consolation prizes totalling JD SJXM each wins JD 250 

89006 89015 89105 80005 99005 
89004 89095 89905 88005 79005 


Twenty consolation prizes totaling ID 4^09 each wins JD 2M 

17833 17842 17932 18832 27832 
17831 17822 17732 16832 07832 


Twenty consolation prizes totaling JD 3,080 each wins JD 150 

00276 00285 08375 09275 18275 
08274 08265 08175 07275 98275 


Twenty consolation prizes totalling JD 2,000 each wins JD 100 

57376 57385 57475 58575 67375 
57374 57365 57275 56375 47375 


Twenty consolation prizes totalling JD 1,600 each wra JD 80 

21319 21328 2141S 22318 31318 
21317 21308 21218 20318 11318 


Twenty consolation prizes unallina JD 1,400 each wins JD 70 

04584 04593 04683 05583 14583 
04582 04573 04483 03583 94583 


Twenty consotaUon prizes totalling JD I jam each wins JD ss 

07540 07559 07649 08549 17549 
07548 07539 07449 06549 97549 


Twenty consolation prizes toiaSng JD 8M each wins JD 40 ' 

12455 12464 12554 13454 22454 - 
12453 12444 12354 11454 02454 


Twenty consolation prizes totalling JD 600 each wins JD 30' 

67288 67297 673S7 68287 77287 
67286 67277 67187 66267 57287 *i 


Ticket numbers 

75171 <A+B) 

Win JD 600 each ‘ 

Ticket numbers 

39220 (A+B) 

Win JD 450 each 
ji 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 


8339 (A+B) Win JD 100 each 

574 (A+B) 

Win JD 40 each 

64 (A+B) 


Win JD 6 each 

10400 ticket ending with 2 (A+B) 

Win JD 3 each, 

r 


COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


100 covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in 039 312 534 475 646 (A+B| Win JD 30 


Winners of the grand prizes In the special Issue number 24 of Jan. 2, 1993 



B i 






»MN JMiNM.-r JD*JD 0 

Next Draw takes piece on March 2, * 1993 
First biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters 


^Sai/e water ... every, drops counts / 


C 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOCR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONSl 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 




CROWN g 

g „ ITfF’L EST. i 
1 Packing, shipping, = 
a forwarding, storage, H 
1 clearing, door-to-door § 
1 service § 
Air, Sea and Land 


Under The Patronage Of 

HRH Princess Alia Bint A1 Hussein 

A GRAND AUCTION SALE 

will be held at 

The Regency Palace Hotel 

Items on sale include antique Persian 
carpets, Turkish, English, French and 
Iranian silverware and foreign furniture. 

Inauguration: 11 a.m. Monday 18/1/1993 
days: 10:30 a.m. and 4 p.m., 

Tuesday 19/1/1993. 

Wednesday 20/1/1993 

Sponsors: AlICtlOH COTH6T 

in cooperation with the 
Society for the Development and 
Rehabilitation of the Rural Woman 

For exhibits space reservations call: 
Saad A! Masri, Tel. 622617/638031 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 13L30-3JK) pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Phlfedalphta Hotel 

Ibwaids 3rd circle 




UBmnnfianB 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN... 

* Kais Dryctean. 1 Hr. Service 
☆ Shoes repair * Engraving ‘ 
ft Keys Service 

ft Upholstry, curtains & carpets 

cleaning - 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phono 821656, Fax 
828163 
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' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasie our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

y 6:30 - Midnight y 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

AbdourrReal Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 


Rx|x|xp 

MANDARIN KESTADRANTl 

Special Chinese Foods 
Stifled Chinese Chefs j 

I open daily I J 

Taka away Is avofiaUe 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

JTW. 6S1B22. Amman 

face Tasted 
/HwqtfS Loud 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Orde Jaba! Amman. near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TNwtwBylsanrallaWt 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 



Trio Erisola 

AL KTTA1MA BAR 
S30pjn-k90u]| 


v 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


9 ’ 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes; 
from aD great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles oJ China. 
Prepared by oar 
Chinese deb 
Opoi dafly lor 
lunch & cfener 
Take t*aj arrics 
Jaba! Al Hussein 
hfeufry of Trade 
& industrial Ret 
TeL 667755 


Car-Rental 

Pick op-delivery 




Every great city in the wortd has its China 
Town and Ammar^pow has its own. 


Where you can 
Chinese di‘ 


ie most exquisite 
' i^'nd dinner. 


C(\m 

Tovwi 

Restaurant 



Tel. 674295 "or “6741 fT*? ext. 6338 


The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


DAI'OTEL 


Amman -Tel, 668 193 - 
PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



French 


fEuisinc 


RESERVATION 
TEL 819564 


TV 













6 


Sports 


JORDAN TI MES, MONDAY , JANU ARY 18;,. 1993 


RACJ sets 12 events for 
upcoming auto sports season 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Royal Auto- 
mobile Club of Jordan (RACJ) 
has announced the schedule 
for the upcoming season with 
12 events that are bound to 
keep auto sports competitors 
and fans busy and active all 
year long. 

Unlike the 1992 season, 
which featured only nine 
events, RAO's Motor Sports 
Committee has lined up four 
autotests. three national ral- 
lies, three rallytoure. in addi- 
tion to the ever-popular Rum- 
man Hill Climb and the Jordan 
International Rally to make up 
the rounds that qualify for the 
Jordan Drivers Open Cham- 
pionship of 1993. 

In a telephone interview 
with the Jordan Times, RAO 
Director Derek Ledger voiced 
his optimism over the motor 
sports scene in the Kingdom 
and said that local drivers are 
expected to do much better in 
the future. 

“The 1992 season was very 
encouraging and everything 
went according to plan. 
However we have a more 
ambitious agenda for 1993,” he 
said. “There are more events 
this season, organised to suit 
all tastes and~cater for the 
interests of competitors in all 
types of motor sports." 

“There's a growing interest 
in motor sports, and many 
drivers are buying better and 
stronger cars which win im- 
prove their chances of compet- 
ing for advanced standings. 

1 This is a very encouraging 
sign," added Ledger. 

In the upcoming season, 
only results of all kinds of 
rallies held in Jordan will be 
entered in the Drivers Open 
Championship standings so as 
to give an equal chance for all 
competitors. And in order to 
give drivers an incentive to 
compete seriously in national 
and international rallies only 
group A and N (homologated) 
cars will get full points for their 
participation while group S 
cars will only get half the 
points. 

Over 350 competitors took 
part in various rallies organised 
by RACJ last year. 

Marwan Abu Hamad won 
the Driver Open Cham- 



Marwan Abu Hamad in his Toyota CeficaGT at the Rumman HOI Climb 


-a -TV 





Msudi A 1 Jaliad 


pionship of 1992 with 200 
points in the overall standings. 
Reimon Fleifel came in second 
with 149 points, while 
Mahmoud Komok finished 
third with 140.5 points. Majdi 
Al Jaliad finished fourth. 

In the co-drivers cham- 
pionship Khaled Zakaria won 
first place, Sameh Al Jaliad 
came in second and Ra'ed 
Wakileh finished third. 

Ledger, who is the Middle 
East representative in the (in- 
ternational federation of auto 
sports) FISA International 
Rallies Commission, said the 
RACJ hopes the Jordan Inter- 
national Rally — the biggest 


Mahmoud Komok captured third place after be woo the National 
Rally in November 


and most prestigious of 
RACI’s auto sports events — 
will be successful v ever. 

"There will be *iir .a interna- 
tional stewards from jermany. 
Cyprus and Sweden, and the 
chief scrutineer will come from 
England.” said Ledger.” A top 
FISA official will also be here 


for the two day rally." 

The RACJ* will hold a 
prizegiving ceremony for win- 
ners of the 1992 auto-sports 
season. The ceremony will be 
held at RAO headquarters 
Jan. 27 under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Ben Al Hussein. 


The RAO announced the 1993 auto sports schedule as follows: 


Gbss&x Autotests Feb. 12 

Lanier National RaBy ApriE 

Gbss&x Autotests Maj7 

JerdMln ter uatiqBal Rally May27-28 
Fonun Fnrnkare RaByteor Juaell 
Darash Dairy National Rally ... J«lyl6 


Ghssfix Antafests ~~ _Ang6 

Pepsi Rmorna SB Cbrab ..... AngJS 

Raflytonr SepL24 

Ghssfix Aatotests Oct. 15 

National RaBy „.Ner.26 

VlPHoffintRaDyt«r Dec.17 


i % t q.-'gats -g --- “ •- 


Humiliating defeats signal end Of Liverpool era 


LONDON (R) — Liverpool's 
world has come crashing down 
around them in a disastrous four 
days, signalling the end of a great 
era for the club and English 
soccer. 

The team whose name has 
been synonymous with success 
for three decades looks almost 
certain not to qualify for Euro- 
pean competition at the end of 
this season for the first time since 
1964. 

Out of both domestic cups, the 
1992 F.A. Cup winner are closer 
to the relegation zone than 
finishing high enough in the Pre- 
mier League to qualify for the 
UEFA Cup. 

Bookmakers' odds against 
Liverpool dropping into the first 
division were shortened from 10 - 
I to 8-1 after their 2-0 defeat at 


Wimbledon Saturday. 

Liverpool remained in 12th 
place, only eight points ahead of 
bottom club Nottingham Forest 
and 13 adrift of leaders Norwich. 

The defeat followed Liver- 
pool’s humiliating exit from the 
F.A. Cup Wednesday at the 
hands of second division Bolton. 

Troubled manager Graeme 
Souness. midfield general in four 
Liverpool championship-winning 
sides in the late 1970s and early 
80s. refused to talk to reporters 
after the latest setback. 

He said after the midweek cup 
disaster that he was disappointed 
with the commitment of some of 
Jiis players, demanding greater 
passion. 

"It's my job to try to motivate 
players and bring them back to 
levels where they can win 


games." he said. 

Souness has spent 13 million 
pounds sterling ($20 million) on 
new players, while offloading a 
number of internationals who are 
in good form at other clubs, 
notably Welsh striker Dean Saun- 
ders and Irishmen Ray Houghton 
and Steve Staunton at title- 
chasing Aston Villa. 

City neighbours Everton, who 
won the League title twice during 
the 1980s, have been faring no 
better, although they beat cham- 
pions Leeds 2-0 at home to pull 
level with Liverpool on points. 

Klinsmann takes Monaco 
dear at top 

German striker Juergen 
Klinsmann grabbed his 


fifth goal in a week to take 
Monaco dear at the top of the 
French League Saturday. 

Klinsmann, four-goal hero 
against Auxerre last week, struck 
the only goal of the game in the 
35th minute of the visit to lowly 
Nimes. taking Monaco a point 
ahead of Nantes. 

Auxerre, unbeaten at home in 
more than two years, were given 
a fright by the youthful Nantes 
side who took the lead through a 
header from striker Nicolas 
Ouedec in the 29th minute of the 
League's match of the day. 

But defender William Ptunier 
equalised, also with his head, in 
the 63rd minute to keep Auxerre 
in the title hunt. 


Capriati cruises 
to NSW Open title 


SYDNEY (AP) — Fourth- 
seeded Jennifer Capriati of the 
United States outgunned No. 5 
Anke Huber of Germany 6-1, 6-4 
Sunday to win the New South 
Wales Open tennis tournament. 

It was the second American 
victory in two days at this 
$570,000 warmup for next week's ' 
Australian Open. Top-seeded 
Pete Sampras downed No. 7 Tho- 
mas Muster of Austria for the' 
men's title Saturday. 

Hie women's final matched a 
pair of teenagers who are among ' 
the hardest hitters on the tour. 
Capriati was the steadier of the 
two in the sweltering heat at the 
White City complex near down- 
town' Sydney. 

It was definitely very hot, but 
coming from Florida, I was used 
to it," she said. 

Capriati, who bypassed the 
New South Wales tournament 
last year, said her from going into 
the Australian Open was the best 
it had ever been before a Grand 
Slam. 

'Tve never won a tournament 
before a Grand Slam. I feel like 
I'm playing better (than last 
year),’’ Capriati said. 

Huber looked nervous early, 
and Capriati was quick to capital- 
ise. She broke Huber in the first 
game and kept up the -pressure 
throughout the-ftrst set, allowing 
the German to hold serve only 
once. 

She broke Huber for the match 
when the 18-year-old German hit 


a backhand that sailed just long. 

"She played a very good match 
and she deserved to win," Huber 
said. M I didn't play too good 
today.” 

Huber ended up with 39 un- 
forced errors to 28 for Capriati. 
She also bad four double faults, 
while Capriati blasted four aces. 

It was the sixth career tide for 
the 16-year-old Capriati, includ- 
ing the Olympic gold medal in 
Barcelona. 

Ivanisevic withdraws from 
Australian Open 

Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia, 
the fifth seed in the men's singles, 
has withdrawn from die Austra- 
lian Open tennis championships, 
organisers announced Sunday. 
Ivanisevic has a stress fracture in 
his right foot and has been 
advised to rest for five to six 
weeks, officials said in a state- 
ment. Ivanisevic was drawn to 
play Paul Haarhms of the Nether- 
lands in die first round of the 
tournament, which starts Mon- 
day. His place against Haartris 
will be taken by Austrian Thomas 
Master, the highest-ranked on- 
seeded player in the draw. Iva- 
nisevic’s withdrawal means the 
tournament will be without both 
of last year’s Wimbledon finalists. 
Wimbledon champion Andre 
Agassi of the United States with- 
drew earlier in the week, saying 
he had bronchitis. Agassi with- 
draw before die draw was made. 


Final standings in the 
European Figure 
Skating Championships 

HELSINKI. Finland (AP) — The medal winners or (he 1993 European 
Figure Skating Championships. Jan. 10-17 at the Helsinki Ice HaQ. The 
199.; European Championships are Jan. 18-23 in Copenhagen, Denmark: 

Men: 

Gold — Dmitri Dmitrenko. Ukraine 
Silver — Philippe Candeloro, France 
Bronze — Eric NGDot, France. 

Women 

Gold — Surya Bonaly, France 
Silver — Oksana Baiul, Ukraine 
Bronze — Marina Kielmann. Germany 

Gold — Marina Eltsova and Andrei Bushkov, Russia 
Silver — Mainly Woetzel and Ingo Steuer, Germany 
Bronze — Evgenia Shishkova and Vadim Naumov, Russia 
lee dance. ‘ 

Gold — Maia Usova and Aleksandr Zhulin. Russia. _ 

Silver — Oksana Gritschuk and Evgeni Platov, Russia. 

Bronze — Susanna Rahkamo and Petri Kokko, Finland. 



French driver Bruno Saby (right) and c om patriot Stephane 
Petrhansd congratulate each other shortly after the arrival in 
Nouakchott, Mauritania. Both men captured first position in the 
overall standings of the Paris-Dakar RaBy. Petrfaansel captured his 
third straight-motorcycle title (AFP photo) 



GOREN BRIDGE 


1 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAN NAM HiRSCH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
Q.l— Neither vulnerable, as South North East Sou 

vou hold. 2 NT Paw 3 ♦ 

10-132 KQ32 J 1087+ Void ?D Pass 3 + 

Partner opens the biddin it with two 3 NT Pass 4 

m» trump. Whjt dn you respond? 4 NT Pass ? 

A. — You have no idea where this Whit! action di* yiu t 
hand .should play. m» a hid nr three A. — No. North's four no trump is 

spado won't allow- for sensible es- not Blackwood. Partner is denying 
plnra* ! n:i. Sian with three clubs, tn interest in diamonds and. therefore, 
cheek on w hether partner has four must have a five-curd club suit, hr e 
cards in either major suit. very sirring four-card holding, it's 

time m throw in the towel Pass. 


North 

East 

South 

West 

2 NT 

Paw 

3 + 

Pass 

?D 

Pass 

3 + 

Pass 

3 VI 

Pass 

4 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 



Whiit action di* 

y iu take 

? 


Q.2— Neither vulnerable, as South 
vmj hold 

♦Q 10432 KQ32 <11 087+ Void 
The biddinc has proceeded- 


Q.5 — Neituer vulnerable, as South 
vw hold; 

+QIQ432 . KQ32 .11 087+ Void 


North East South West 

The bidding h.i- 

> nmcerded: 

2 NT Pass 3 * Pass 

North 

East 

South 

West 

3 Pass 7 

2 NT 

Pass 

3 * 

Pass 

Wh.it dn yiu hid now - ' 

3 

Pass 

3 ♦ 

Pass 

A.— Partner ha«. denied ;i four- 

3 NT 

Pass 

4 

Pass 

run] major, hut hr michi still have 

4 

Pass 

•f 



three spades. T*» investigate that 
pmsihiliiy. hid three spades. With 
three-card support, partner will ei- 
ther raise nr cue-hid. depending on 
hots gi-nd the North hand is. 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold. 

♦Q 10132 KQ32 J 1 087+ Vo id 
The bidding has proceeded 
North East South West 

2 NT Pans 3 ♦ “ass 

3 Pass 3 * Ptm 

3 NT Pass ? 

What net ion do you lake" 

A.— Despite the failure to locale a 
major-suit fit, you are worth one 
last try. If partner has four dia- 
monds and not too many wasted 
values in clubs, there might still be 
slam in the hand Bid four 

diamonds. 

Q.4— Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold; 

+Q10432 -KQ32 J1087+Void 

The hiddinc has proceeded: 


What do you hid now? 

A.— Partner likes diamonds! Four 
hearts is tint a suit ■ North has al- 
ready denied four hearts!. so it must 
be a cue-hid. .lust to make <mre that 
partner is aware of the duplication 
in clubs, cue-bid five clubs. 

Q.S — \eii her vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

4Q10432 KQ32 J 1087+ Void 
The bidding ha«. proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

2 NT Pass 3 * Pass 

3 Pass 3 * Pass 

3 NT Pass 4 . Pass 

4 ’ Pass 3 + Pass 

5 . Paw ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — You have asked partner to 
evaluate his hand fur slam, and a 
verdict has been rendered. Respect 
North's decision and pass. Partner 
probably has too much in clubs tn 
think there can be reasonable ploy 
for 12 tricks. 



Andy Capp 




C*IIM= YOU V WCLL.I1UI 
LOOKING FORU rlECESSARlLX 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY JANUARY 18, 1993 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Caro/? RtghterFcxjncM^- 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: Jupi- 

today can make an office job a real ■ 

challenge when die urge to pby is come your way. 
so compelling. Try keeping coffee- LIBRA; (September 23 to Octobw. 
break chat to a low roar. The 22) Conditions come into thcopca 
evening is excellent. with a charmer so go along. 

AMES: (March 2. .0 MM 

suSTyou do mrtotpect favouis to ber 21) Your ownfamily nvemtes 
be fraud "* 1 to yon on a silver have excellent ideas for improving -. 
nutter your activities or even starting new 

?“““*• ventures for you but later, have : £- 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) ^ n ge of pace. - 

Private concerns should give way c A /-rr XA ltIll& (November 22 l fo 

require your ^tiMbmtater a you good ideas for getting our 
sew needs to be carefully j^^rinns w communications that 
eliminated. ^ pleasant to congenial compszp 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2!) New tons while later avoid financial 

acquain tances cth show you the discussions, 
way to more satisfactory pleasures CAPRICORN: (December 22- (fi 
so contact them in the morning but January 20) Arrange home affaire 
later do nothing to upset your m they are as you want them ip- 1 
loved one. some new aspect and do so quickly 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to as later you find you have personal 
July 21) A worldly minded person problems to solve, 
has the answer for solving an un- AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru.- : 
usual condition upsetting you while ^ 19 ) Get outsiders more aware- 
tonight don't commit yourself to of your personal desires and accept . 
new obligations- . their assistance in gaining them; 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A new sidestep a worrysome problem 
understanding with a talented arising tonight, 
associate who things differently PISCES: (February 20 to Man* 
from you is now in the works while 20) Put your attention now upoa 
later stick to proven outlets, solve raon ey and other practical 

issues. affairs and you can increase -assets '- 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September while later an older person can 
22) Whatever new interests tempt hold yon back if you permit- *■■■■ 


THE BETTER HALF, 


HARRIS * 


By Harris 



“You remind me of my mother. 
She was a woman, too!” 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letterto each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


VAROS 


RABIR 



SPYGUM 



_ 



NUMMAG 


THESE AKE SOME ■ 
TIMES IPLE, BUT 
THEY'RE TROUBLE - 
MAKERS 'A WEN 
THEY SET 001*10, 


Now an-ange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


Print answer hew: [TTY TT] 

{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TESTY HURRY COLUMN KINDLY 
Answer What ducks try to do— DUCK HUNTERS 


THE Daily Crossword by David J. i 




anaa 


MU MMU* m , 


an aaaaan 


41 Wooden shoe 

43 Discharge 

44 Inventor Nikola 

48 Factions 

48 Four-Jn-hand 

49 Ogygion 

51 Beloved doe? 

53 Ovine escape? 

57 DteaHe 

58 Enzyme: suit. 

59 Flowers 

52 Passport 
attachment 

65 Oreo ay? 

67 Energy 

68 Sleuth wotte 
69"— corny as 

Kansas..." 

70 Ki nd of 
committee 

71 Cookie 

72 WOrirfs longest 
Iyer 

73 Latvians 
DOWN 

1 Daytime TV tare 

2 A Gardner 

3 greed s kates? 

4 Recess 

5 Average grade 

6 London Ostrict 

7 QED ward 


01 m Mm uwie Bwv 
MregmRmnM 

8 Patisserie Hams 

9 Horn 

10 Hwy. 

11 worked up 

12 Storm 

13 Gates 

19 Hayes or Kefier 
21 Sutton 
24 Elec, unh 

26 Ida 

27 Sentry's word 

28 Wings 

29 Savings plans 

30 Zealous 
34 Vein 

38 Arachnid - 

strength? 

37 Pa. pen 

38 Visionary 
40 Odd 

42 Draft animal 

(t r u ipt 

46 "Kate and — " 

47 Sp. woman; 
sbbr. 

50 Evolutionist 
52 Separata 



Is Puzzfo Sofn± 


rjnnrc nnnn amonn 
nmon Fji:nn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnrnrcnnTn 
□non nfjEj 
nnnnn nnnn nouio 
□nnnnn Tinnn nnn 
nnnnnnRnnnnnnnn 
ciijid nonin nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnn nmnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn-- nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnr 
BGnnn ~nnn nnnn 


53 Grass pkxs 

54 Pale 

55 Funny Ame 
Gena- city 

80 Certain rock 
layer 


61 Different 

63 Chimney -dW 

64 Segments of 
curves.-- . 

. BSTrtm-}* .. 
67 Worth: abbr. 
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KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwaiti 
; jMfisuteftt Saturday gave pre- 
Sasnaiy approved to a law aimed 
at protecting -public money fol- 
jOWU% massive losses from the 
CoUapse of the emirate’s invest- 
ffiests ia Spain, a senior parfia- 
neatnisa sa«L 

HanadAl Jouan, head of the 
tneoiWy’s legislative committee, 
sad the proposed law provides 

for parimioentary mcmitoring of 

state investments for the first 
time. 


Sheikh Jooan said he expected 
final parliamentary approval 
Tuesday during second review of 
the measure and the law would 
probably take effect about 10 
days after that. 

“The law means that the 
national assembly will be in- 
formed on a regular basis about 
the investments of the Kuwaiti 
government,” he told Reuters. 

“That wfll keep things, we 
hope, in better order,” he elabo- 
rated. 


Financial 


■ Jordan Times 

in co-operation with, 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
.. XJamtary 11- January 15, 1993) 

1 AMMAN — The dollar retreated in a technical correction 
‘ during most of last week, but was boosted just before the 
. weekend cm rumours of* imminent interest rate cuts in Germany 
. and other EMS countries. He U.S. unit ended the week 0.7 per 
- cent lower a gain s t the mark, and 0.4 per cent lower against the 
Swiss franc. Against die yen, the dollar ended 0.5 per cent 


• d o llar recreated in a teriimeal correction Monday, ending 
die day well below Friday’s levels. Observers noted that traders 
took profit on their accumulated long dollar positions when the 
tension passed without a confrontation in the Gulf, and news 
came that Iraq had withdrawn from the “bo-fly” zone. 
Observers added that the fact that December's U.S. employ- 
ment results, that were released just before the weekend, were 
befaw expectations, was a further impetus for a correction. 

Twfing remained range bound Tuesday, as market partici- 
pants awaked in anticipation news of developments in the Gulf, 
and the release of a new set of U.S. economic data. 

The U.S. currency dropped again Wednesday, due to a 
farther round of long-position liquidation, despite the raid on 
Iraq by the Western allies. Market commentaries said that the 
fact mat the a tt ack was swift and ended in a matter of hours 
meant that market focus was back on economic fundamentals, 
father than on safe-haven considerations. The dollar ended the 
day at its lowest Ivels of the week at 1.6220 marks. 

WUe the do ll ar traded in a narrow range Thursday, it rallied, 
however, after New York opened Friday, on speculation of a 
concerted European interest rate cut, that could materiafize as 
early as this weekend. 

Although some traders were sceptical about the timing, fee 
majority, nevertheless, preferred to cover their short dollar 
positions ahead of the weekend, particularly as many banks will 
be dosed in the U.S. Monday. 


Maw Vwfc 
US. 


bnaodac • tin 


Currency 

8/1/93 

Close 

15/T/93 

Close 

Percent 

Change 

Staring PemlF 

1 .5315 

1.5372 

10.02)4 

Deutsche Mark 

1 1 HI 


RSUH 

Swiss Franc 

7 .5025 

1.4970 


Franck Franc 


5.5290 

■ 1.38 % 

Japanese Yen 

185.39 

126.05 

[0.52]% 


" UDIkrSTC 

hw fanny 


Currency 

8/1/93 

75/7/93 | 

i-MMoarai 

l-Vwr t%) 

I-MoMh !%• 

M 'tor |%> | 

US. Dollar 

3.10 

4.00 



Stafiug Found 

7.70 

6.68 

7.00 

6.56 

Deutsche Mart 

8.48 

7.37 

si so 

7.38 

Swiss Franc 

5.43 

5.00 

5.50 

5.18 

Franck Franc 

11.25 

9.37 

11:75 

9.25 

Japanese Yen 

3.81 

3.46 

3.81 

3.43 


hw v * bw mk far : 


, I -V UoBms l JWUMBOT cqmvaleiit. 


77/1/93 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

US. Dollar 

0.688 

0.690 

Staring Pound 

1.0657 

1.0710 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4242 

0.4263 

Swfsi Fraac 

0.4631 

0.4654 

French Fraac 

0.1251 

0.1257 

Japaaesc Yen* 

0.5470 

0.5497 

Data* Guilder 

0.3772 

0.3791 

Swedish Krona 

0. 0934 

0.0939 

Itriha Lira* 

0. 0458 


Bdgtaa Franc 

0.02045 

0.02055 


* fa-no 


Sheikh Jooan said the law 
raised the maximum sentence for 
misuse of public funds to life 
imprisonment from 10 yearn and 
the minimum penalty for the off- 
ence to five years from a fine. 

“The law reflects the fleeting of 
the Kuwaiti people. They support 
a law that gives more confidence 
to Kuwaiti investments,” he said. 

Grnpo Torres, fee Spanish unit 
of the London-based Kuwait In- 
vestment Office (KIO), 
announced it was going into re- 
ceivership last month, citing $14 
btttion in fosses. 

KIO is part of a branch of the 
government which manages a 
worldwide investment portfolio 


meant to sustain future genera- 
tioiK of Kuwaitis wbeu the coun- 
try’s oil runs out. 

Lawyers representing Gxupo 
Torres filed a lawsuit in a Madrid, 
court tins month against former' 
Grupo Torres managers for 
alleged irregularities. 

I ffauwfl fanriamw^ l jc^ paifia- 
mentarians have suggested strict 
punishntents sneb as dropping off 
the tend of anyone found guilty 
of frnihfgzHng state funds. 

No such measure is inducted in 
fee law. Islamic Affairs Minister 
Juraaa AI Azmi said Saturday 
such strict punishment was 
appropriate for thieves. Embez- 
zlers ought to be jaSed instead. 


the official Kuwait News Agency 
quoted him as saying. 

Tbe new law requires tbe state 
and companies in which the state 
at least a 25 per cent stake to 
report investment moves to- the 
government's auditing author- 
ities, in some cases withal 10 days 
of carrying out fee transaction. 

The audit authorities would not 
bra tbe power to block invest- 
ments but every six months it 
would be required to report on 
the state's investment activities to 
the assembly. 

Any person proved deliberate- 
ly to have delayed a report of an 
investment activity to the antfit 
authorities would be liable to 
prosecution, Sbeikh Jooan said. 


Taiwan cuts stock tax 
to revive slumping market 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s parlia- 
ment cut fee stock trading tax 
Saturday to revitalise the slumping 
share market, which fell 27 per 
cent last year because of political 
tensions, stock, scandals and an 
economic slowdown. 

Parfiament voted to slash fee 
tax levied on the selling price of 
each stock transaction to 0 3 per 
cent from 0.6 per cent. Hie mea- 
sure was expected to take effect 
by next month. 

The ruling Nationalist Party's 
parliamentary whip, Wang Chin- 
Ping, said earlier the stock shun 
cook! hurt the economy and delay 
in cutting the tax was a reason for 
the Nationalists’ poor perform- 
ance in last December’s general 
elections. 

Parliament’s decision demons- 
trated its growing control over 
economic policy ’after recent 
democratic reforms. The finance 
ministry initially opposed the tax 
cot on fee grounds it would en- 
courage excessive speculation. 

Under pressure from parlia- 
ment, the ministry later said it 
would consider a cut if a secur- 
ities capital gains tax, abolished 
in 1990, was reintroduced at fee 
same time. 

Parliament voted Saturday to 
ask the ministry to submit a i*up- 


osal to restore a capital gains tax 
within <me year, out it did not 
commit itself to passing the prop- 
osal and asked the ministry to 
consider further cuts in fee trans- 
action tax. 

The stock market climbed 
Saturday, wife tbe weighted in- 
dex rising 47.69 points or 1.4 per 
cent to 3J162.52, It has gained six 
per cent in the past five days in 
reaction to the expected tax cut. 

Brokers agreed fee cut would 
help to draw some fesHlusioiied 
investors back into fee market. A 
rise in the tax to 0.6 per cent from 
0.15 per cent m January 1990 was 
blamed for hetping to trigger a 
market crash that year. 

But they said domestic political 
tensions would have to ease be- 
fore fee market could decisively 
reverse its long-term downtrend. 
A post-election cabinet reshuffle, 
in which Premier Hau Pti-Tsun 
may be replaced, is expected next 
month. 

“The tax cut is helping fee 
market in the short term, but fee 
long-term outlook depends on 
whether tbe cabinet reshuffle 
goes smoothly,” Allan Huang of 
National Securities said. 

Despite the stock market’s 
stamp which caused a privatisation 
attempt this month to fail. 



wbu b bub ami 

TtLDSWi MOTTO / 663170 
taiazT jEur msec lot m aam 


CCMTUH’B W 


sun ravr 

VOLUME 


closxrd mat wa 


MU SJWK 

£2,430 

130.000 130.000 

130.260 

jaw nnwiL sue 

314.000 

4,820 

4.830 

4.840 

CKXHO MESSK HUSK 


22-240 

23.350 

23.350 

mum or jbsomn 

13.400 

22.400 

23.000 

22-OOG 

ZUMJSTBTAL mVEUSWBl B&XOC 

76,303 

3.970 

3.980 

3.910 

tun Btxnniu un 

39.333 

4.070 

4.080 

4.040 

JOBDU room BAH 

30.935 

2.300 

2.310 

2.300 

JUAB nOM ZnvUIUtaMT EBSK 

93,912 

4.1SO 

4.360 

4.360 

JOKME ZSLMIZC BMC 

84,107 

4.000 

3.970 

3.980 

mnaf mmc fob mvntc £ 1 HVIUIWI^T 

67,370 

3.910 

3.910 

4.000 

MJ3XVRS8 raw 

87,973 

3.380 

3.400 

3.400 

JOTBO uraesTHEBT l nsuci ran 

74,034 

3.190 

5.400 

5.410 

Birr urn silvxnoginfuimnt ran noroioc 

29, BIS 

5.740 

5.700 

5.760 

AiMUi BANK for nranUR 

05,806 

1.880 

1.880 

1.870 

iuub Bunno aKPCMUiMAnainK 

439 

2-4*5 

3.670 

3.670 

JBMDU rnauKS 

5,023 


3.300 

3.410 

MU1M EPBM XKBBBBCB 

72,385 


3.020 

3.050 

JBStssum rastnuuicE 

938 


3.750 

3.780 

JOBDM r KEHCB IMStldmC* 

69,126 


3.940 

3.890 

TUMOU XaSOMUKS a HKxnsuiuim 

925 


3.700 

3.700 

mx LMD ZMsmaiKac 

4,089 


3.100 

3.050 


3,970 


2.970 

3.970 

mu usb s accident wonuuics 

9,415 


3.310 

3.303 

jrommm elbchuc BOMOt 

308,332 


1.750 

1.720 

XBBm d issuer elbctricity 

17,649 


1.100 

1.100 

mu iMTummom. hotels 

6,953 


6.050 

6.020 

jobdu mnoonu. samno uses 

5,214 


2.370 

2.370 

•Hioni PORTFOLIO azemUTZES 

X69.9&2 


4.700 

4.740 

him. nan rsvEraear 

67,673 


1.830 

1.830 

JCBtt** GOLF MM. ESXBSK IHVKSTMEfI 

15,814 

.930 

0.920 

0.920 

pBzra nmtraisss s mtnmms immure ■ 

6.653 


1.320 

1.340 

-joteuub razBanssaOL suozva can km 

366 


X.S60 

1.500 

jncamia Egons, uurxnu s munzsnrncb 

49,237 


1.520 

1.550 

.jurats rasas ranmuiaa / uzt'i 

30,730 


10.250 

10.500 


48,358 


2.620 

2.630 

tot jordot auR factories 

35,581 


1.780 

1.790 


4,954 


4.750 

4.750 

jam ramautu* urounx 

4,855 


9.330 

9.140 

JCBIUH TURM 

1,112 

6.360 

6.350 

6.670 

WOMEN ZXDUBIK11X 

1S.3ZS 

2. 90D 

2.930 

2.950 

tbe namsntiM. CMfiem, a saicsutntL 

. 3.2119 

6.930 

6.878 

. 6;900 

THE JCODMi WORSTED Hnu 

126,200 

10.800 

U.DDO 

10.700 

MM PHMtHUBOrZCU. WtHOvaCXUBIIIC 

26,785 

7.310 

7.300 

7.280 

JQBDJUT CEBftXXC XBDUflTRIftS 

34,949 

6.460 

6.440 

6.440 

tumor 

2,555 

2.940 

2.6W 

.2.650 

the jDBDfts 9 Tree mmiMnuiE 

47,704 

3.670 

• 3.660 

3.670 

xmmm wtpsn g card bomb ncnmnt 

8,003 

4.900 

4.850 

4.850 

TUT PUBLIC KXNXNO 

14,000 

2.730 

2.800 

2.800 

MM CHEMICAL PETSMCESTJt XOTBTBXXS 

1.260 

35.400 

25.200 
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EPimiNS c HEMnao 

39,863 

3.360 

3. 360 

3.350 
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4.335 

.860 
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0.860 

DAB AL Bum DEVELOPMEBT G UnFESIUEHT 

20,05a 

11.350 
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11.400 
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3.350 

J.360 
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75,297 

12.600 

12.510 

12.740 

LIVISTOCE G POBLTBT 

4,760 

1.200 

1.190 

1. 190 


117,366 

2.150 

2.180 

2.170 

JUOMUi MEDICAL COHVUUtrUO 

16.895 

.740 

0.750 

0.790 

maioMBL steel Houstrt 

24,658 

5.940 

S.950 

5.950 

ranoUL ZADDSTRZES 

7. 378 

1.030 

1.030 

1.030 

ihterwolaxs pktsd-chehical naxnmnEa 

44,257 

3.920 

3.940 

3.930 


14,615 

3.300 

3.250 

3.350 

DKT7ER8HL OiOCCIL DDHRSUXS 

4,313 

14.350 

14.400 

14.350 

xmma mnsraixs g mTCBAraco 

15,785 

1.550 

1.550 

1.630 
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0.7S0 

0.720 


391,954 

9.060 

9.200 

9.160 
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69.498 
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4.670 

4.650 
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53,829 


2.130 

2.150 
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40.484 

S.B40 

5.840 
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GRAND TOTAL 
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Cinema 




%. 

: C< : 


-:TS. 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


r Cinema Tel: 63^144 

PHILADELPHIA 






Harley Davidson and the Marlboro Man 

Kfivin Costner and Whitney Houston 
■ 6 


Shows: 1230, 330. 6:15, 830, 1030 

BODYGUARD 


Th. + Fr. special show for ch&jren at 11:00 

V Shown 1230 . 3 : 15 . fcOO. &3Q. Kfc30 / 

Y Free Car Parking jr 

Hie Fox And The Hound 



/ Tel: 675571X 

/ NaM AJ Mashinl Theatre \ 


S~- ; Tel: <$2515S\. 

/ AHLAN THEATRE 


Tuesday January 5th marks the opening 
of the new theatre season presenting: 


% 


DaSy at &30 p.m 
Tickets office open aH day 




“Welcome Now World Ordar” 

Play will reappear in a new presentation on 
Jan. 25, 1993 following the theatre's holiday 
Happy New Year 


\ 


Taiwan will press ahead wife 
plans to privatise state firms. 

“No matter what the condition 
of the stock market is this year, 
we wfll plan for real in privatising 
state companies,” newspapers 
quoted Economic minister Vin- 
cent Slew as saying Saturday. 

Hie government still aims to 
transfer Bes Engineering Corp. 
farina Petrochemical Develop- 
ment Corp and Taiwan Machin- 
ery Manufacturing Corp into 
majority private ownership by the 
end of this fiscal year in June, he 
said. 

However, die government may 
use methods such as auctioning 
stakes and selling off companies’ 
assets separately if fee stock mar- 
ket’s weakness makes public 
offers of shares at fixed prices 
impossible, Mr. Siew said. 

Taiwan’s expected membership 
in fee General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) will 
make privatising state firms im- 
perative, he saw. GATT began 
formally considering the island's 
application to join last Septem- 
ber. 

Tbe gwenneat • launched an 
ambitious scheme in 1989 to raise 

firms, including industxi^^ants 
and some of Taiwan's . biggest 
banks. 

Saudi Arabia 
to pay grain 
farmers twice 
world rate 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi King Fabd 
has ordered spending of more 
than $1.6 biffion this year to pay 
subsidies to wheat and barley 
farmers at double the current 
world rates, a Saudi n ew s p ap er 
said Sunday. Okaz daily said far- 
mers would be offered two riyals 
per Itifogramme ($533 per tonne) 
of wheat and one riyal per Irilog- 
ramme (($267 per tonne) of bar- 
ley- It said fee total payment 
was expected to reach more than 
six bflhon riyals ($1.6 billion), but 
gave no breakdown of expected 
production. Wheat from other 
mteroatioiial producers is priced 
around $200 to $270 per tonne, 
while barley i&$100 to $110. The 
newspaper said the payments 
were Wended to boost wheat and 
barley output to make the king- 
dom one of the biggest world 
producers. Ambitious irrigation 
projects and a 20-year drive to 
develop its farming sector have 


Moroccan phosphate group 
plans major expansion 


RABAT (R) — Morocco’s 
bfllion-doUar phosphate industry 
is gearing up for a major expan- 
sion to satisfy an eventual in- 
crease in world demand for ferti- 
lisers. 

King Hassan of Morocco lias 
said fanners all over fee world 
win eventually have to use ferti- 
liser, especially phosphates, to 
meet the food needs of an in- 
creasing population. 

Morocco has 75 per cent of the 
world’s known phosphate re- 
serves. The mainstay of fee 
Moroccan economy, exports of 
raw rock and by-products are 
currently worth just over one 
bflhon dollars a year. 

Energy and Mines Minister 
Driss Alaoui M’Daghri told a 
news conference in January that 
fee state-owned Office Cherifien 
des Phosphates (OCP) would 
invest more than $1 billion to 
expand its production capacity in 
the next four years. 

Tbe OOP's strategy is to switch 
from exporting raw rode to pro- 
cessing it at home by converting it 
into phosphoric add and fertilis- 
ers. 

Its present capacity is 30 mil- 
lion tonnes of rock a year from 
four open-cast mining centres. In 
the mid-1980s exports peaked at 
20 million tonnes. 

But because of the change in 
emphasis, coupled wife a drop in 


demand due to recession, rock 
exports to 36 countries were 
down to nine million tonnes last 
year and will be about fee same 
this year. 

The OCP forecasts output this 
year at 22.9 million tonnes, more 
than half processed locally to 
make pltospboric add and fertilis- 
ers for export, mainly to Europe 
and Asia. 

friits latest annual report, the 
OCP said work would start this 
year on bedding two mote phos- 
phoric add plants costing S1.27 
billion, bringing the total to 
seven. 

A spokesman said invitations 
for tenders to build fee plants 
would be launched soon. Pre- 
vious plants were built by a con- 
sortium of Mitsui of Japan and 
Focoex of Spain. 

The two plants wfll be at Jorf 
Lasfar, a new Atlantic harbour 
south of Casablanca, and wfll be 
able to produce 2,000 tonnes of 
add a day starting in late 1995, 
rising to 4,000 tonnes when tbe 
project is completed. 

By fear it is estimated it will be 
possible to produce three million 
tonnes of add, the main ingre- 
dient needed to make fertilisers. 

Tbe add plants pour effluent 
into the Atlantic Ocean but offi- 
cials say they are designed to 
prevent damage to tbe marine 
environment in what is one of the 


world’s richest fishing grounds for 
sardines, tnna and squid. 

To reduce the environmental 
damage from the phosphate in- 
dustry, tbe European Community 
is financing a $1 .32-million pro- 
ject to extract toxic cadmium 
from phosphoric arid at a pilot 
(riant at the OCP's research cen- 
tre in Casablanca. 

The project is designed to de- 
monstrate fee feasibility of elimi- 
nating cadmium, a poisonous 
metal used to make paints and for 
plating metals, for tbe benefit of 
Morocco and other phosphate 
producers like Algeria, Jordan 
and Tunisia. 

To replace workings that are 
near exhaustion, two new mines 
mil be opened up, at Sidi Chen- 
nane in 1994, and at Ben Guerir 
this year. Together they will pro- 
duce 15.2 million tonnes a year by 
1995. 

Tbe OCP says the outlook is 
for fierce competition on the 
world market. Its report says 
there has been a “brutal slump” 
in sales to eastern Europe be- 
cause of financial difficulties and 
fee abolition of fanning subsidies 
there. 

“The immediate future de- 
pends on an end to recession 
worldwide, but in the long term 
Morocco will be ideally placed to 
keep a major share of the mar- 
ket," one analyst said. 


China issues circular on 
control of stock markets 


BEUING (R) — China has 
issued what it calk its most com- 
prehensive document on control 
of its fledgfing stock markets, fee 
Xinhua News Agency said Satur- 
day. 

The State Council, or cabinet, 
officially set up two watchdog 
agencies to monitor securities 
markets which experienced a 
rocky start in tins communist 
country. 

“There have been some dis- 
orders in the country’s securities 
markets owing to the lack of laws, 
regulations and supervision sys- 
tems in this field, lade of experi- 
ence in operating securities mar- 
kets and the lack of investors’ 
consciousness of risks," die offi- 
cial agency said. 

Last August would-be inves- 
tors rioted in Shenzhen, south 
China, when word circulated that 
securities officials had hoarded 
tickets enabling purchase of 
stock. 

A spokesman for the securities 
committee of the State Council, 
one of the two new org anisa tions 
to ride shotgun on the markets, 
told Xinhua tbe circular was fee 
most systematic and comprehen- 
sive document on control of Chi- 
na's securities markets. 

The circular calls for a wider 
opening of China’s securities 
markets, while providing for 
more overall control by govern- 
ment. 

“It is imperative to issue new 
type of securities, including in- 
vestment fund bowls, convertible 
bonds and trust beneficuuy cer- 
tificates, so as to enrich and 
invigorate the securities mar- 
kets,” the circular was quoted as 
saying. 

Xinhua gave no other details 
on the document. 


economy and social order, reveal- 
ing in speeches their twin fears of 
economic overheating and loss of 
political control. 

Communist Party chief Jiang 
Zemin, addressing “old com- 
rades” demanded that China 
damp down on money supply, 
credit and project planning to 
keep the economy — which grew 
at a booming 12 per cent last year 

— from running out of control. 

Communist Party chief Jiang 

Zemin, addressing “old com- 
rades” demanded that China 
damp down on money supply, 
credit and project planning to 
keep the economy — which grew 
at a booming 12 per cent last year 

— from running out of control^ 

He condemned corruption and 

decadent capitalist thought, and 
said China must not relax one 
iota in its fight to keep social 
order. 

“We must strictly control the 
amount of money issued and the 
scale of credit,” Mr. Jiang said, in 
a speech on fee tasks for 1993 
reported on the front page of tbe 
People’s Daily. 

“We most effectively block and 
overcome blind competition for 
speed and the phenomenon of 
km quality, duplicated construc- 
tion, he said. 

Premier U Peng, in a separate 
speech also reported on fee Peo- 
ple’s Daily's front page, called for 
more effective state control over 
tbe economy. 

While be praised the economic 
accomplishment of the past year, 
he said China’s economy lacked 
many of fee key tools needed to 
ensure that the country could 
(teal wife the highs and lows of 
the business cycle. 

“The main reason is that we 
still do not have scientific and 


effective macroeconomic control 
mechanisms.” he said. “The basic 
economic relationships between 
fee state a ad fee enterprises and 
between the centre and the locali- 
ties are still not completely 
smooth." 

At fee root of fee leaders’ 
worries is concern feat the eco- 
nomy is on the verge of overheat- 
ing, forcing China once again to 
confront fee spectre of runaway 
inflation. 

Tbe last time the economy 
overheated, in 1988. fee econo- 
mic pain helped set the stage for 
the pro-democracy demonstra- 
tions centred in Tiananmen 
Square, crushed by fee army wife ' 
heavy loss of life on June 4, 1989. . 

China is far from that point 
now, even though inflation is in 
fee low double digits in every 
urban area. 

But the Communist Party lead- - 
era — who in the ran-up to the 
lunar new year have executed at ' 
least 59 criminals — are taking no - 
chances. 

“We must continue to clamp* 
down in our work to maintain ' 
social order,” Mr. Jiang said. • 

He said feat while China can 
use capitalist economics to get ' 
rich, it cannot afford fee incur- ; 
sion of capitalist thought. 

“We must withstand fee corro- * 
sive influence of decadent capital- 
ist and fendalistic thought,” fee ; 
bead of the world's largest Com- 
munist Party said. 

Mr. Jiang said that despite a ‘ 
shakeup of the armed forces at 
the end of last year many unsped- * 
fied problems still had to be 
solved. 

He said fee communist party 
itself could not lei down its guard 
against corruption within its 51 
million members. 




the wmW’s sixth largest wheat | vowed to keep control over the 



FOR SALE 

Mercedes 200, model 1984, duty unpaid. 

Only 80.000 kms and engine in excellent condition. 
Air-condition, stereo, blue colour. 

Please call (669194-8) and ask for Mr. Brusa 

FOR SALE 

Personal Computer, Macintosh SE/30 
5 MB RAM. 80 MB Hard Disk 
Arabio-Engfish keyboard 

8-bit colour expansion dud. Image Writer n Printer 

Call: 6S9929 



FO R RENT 

. Modern Furnished Apartments 

• One bedroom, living - dining room, kitchen & bath. 

■ Studio of one bedroom, kitchenette and bath. 

Central heating & telephones. 

Location. Jabal Amman (Zahran Quarter) bet 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner tel. 667862 - 642351 

CARS FOR SALE 
"DUTY UNPAID” 

3 Choverolet - Celebrity 1988. white, silver and blue. Full options, 
automatic transmission. 

Available lor immediate sale. In excellent condition. 

For more information, please call 649040 



Furnished House For Rent 

Spacious, centrally located house in Shmeisani \ 
available for rent: Six bedrooms plus a maid's room; 
six bathrooms, extensive reception area and guest 
rooms, central heating with an air conditioning unit, 
plus telephone, carpeting and garden. Annual rent. 

If interested, please call 679107 

FOR SALE 

DUTY UNPAID SAAB 9000 

1990 - Full optins and manual except transmission. 
(ABS) - Mileage 50.000 km). 

Price: JD 10.500 

Please call 823100 
from 0 a.m. - 3 p.m. for three days 



UNFURNISHED APARTMENT 
WANTED FOR RENT 

Young couple seeking 2/1 bed- 
room flat, including telephone, in 
west Amman. 

For more information, please call: 
616708/9 from 09:00 a.m. - 05:00 p.m. 

FOR RENT 
FURNISHED VILLA 

in a prime area in Jabal Amman. 4-storey 
building made like a villa, American style. 
Consists of 7 bedrooms, 2 master bedrooms, 7 
bathrooms, water well, central heating, 2 tele- 
phone lines, garden around and 2 car parks. 
Call owner tel. $94542 
between 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
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S. Africa talks 
resume; whites 
warn de Klerk 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South Afri- 
-ca’s pro-government Afrikaans 
press has warned President F.W. 
de Klerk on the eve of renewed 
talks with black leaders that he is 
leaving white voters behind in his 
drive towards an all-race demo- 
cracy. 

The government resumes 
direct negotiations with Zulu 
chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi's 
conservative Inkatha Freedom 
Party on Monday after a four- 
month hiatus. 

And on Wednesday senior rep- 
resentatives of Mr. De Klerk's 
white government begin a five- 
day High Veld retreat with top 
African National Congress 
(ANC) negotiators to put flesh on 
the bones of an agreement 
reached at a similar private en- 
counter in December. 

Both meetings and a possible 
summit between Chief Buthelezi 
and ANC leader Nelson Mandela 
will be designed to restart ail- 
party talks about giving the five- 
to-one black majority a share of 
political power for the first time 
in 300 years. 

But the country's most influen- 
tial Afrikaans newspapers 
warned bluntly in weekend col- 
umns that Mr. De Klerk was 
losing the suppon of the whites 
who elected him in 1989 and gave 
him a 69 per cent approval raring 
in a referendum on reform last 
year. 

“Dissatisfaction is breaking out 
everywhere like measles." Die 
Burger said Saturday in the 
Dawie column, possibly the coun- 
try's most influential Afrikaans 
political commentary. 

“If there is one thing the gov- 
ernment is going to have to put its 
heart and soul into in the coming 
months, it will be to regain its lost 
stature among white voters," Die 
Burger said. 


Warning that whites fear a sur- 
render of power and oppression 
by blacks, the newspaper urged 
Mr. De Klerk to take white vo- 
ters forward step by step into 
the dark future." 

The top-selling Afrikaans Sun- 
day newspaper Rapport voiced a 
similar warning in its editorial 
comment. 

“The feeling among the gov- 
ernment's supporters that most 
be addressed is that they don't 
know where they are going. 
Worse, that instead of an orderly 
transition.they could end up with 
a total surrender and possible 
chaos." Rapport said. 

The ANC's policy-making 
national working committee was 
due Co meet Monday to prepare 
for the Veld encounter, which 
will start after a cabinet meeting 
with Mr. De Klerk Wednesday. 

The ANC and the government 
are both eager to resume all-race 
democracy talks, which stalled 
last May in a dispute over minor- 
ity vetoes in the formulation of a 
new constitution and broke down 
totally a month later. 

“We hope to get it right this 
time ... a tremendous amount of 
progress has been made in bi- 
laterals.” ANC negotiator 
Mohammad Valli Moosa told re- 
porters. 

A senior government source 
told Reuters the ANC and the 
government had significantly nar- 
rowed the gap between their posi- 
tions on powers for regional au- 
thorities and on the need for a 
government of national unity for 
at least the first five years of 
democratic rale. 

The ANC wants a strong cen- 
tral government, but Mr. De 
Klerk's national party favours 
strong regional authorities and 
Chief Buthelezi's Inkatha wants a 
form of federalism. 



PILGRIMAGE: PUgrims dhnb down 'from the town of Toogi on Sunday, the second day of Blswa 
roof of an overcrowded train ferrying tens of fjtenoa (World Muslim Congregation) in Bang- 
thousands of Mostims (him the countryside to the bdesfa (AFP photo) - 


Yugoslav units reenter Bosnia war 

SARAJEVO (AP) — The Serb- are helping Bosnian Serbs. through," he said of the enclave 
dominated Yugoslav army has Meanwhile, a U.N. convoy that has not received aid since tin 
reentered the war it formally quit tried anew to reach isolated outbreak of the nearly 10-month 
seven months ago. returning fire Zepa, a Muslim enclave of about old civil war. 
after Mostims in Bosnia lobbed 20,000 people that is reportedly Zepa shortwave radio oper 
shells across the border, army being starved by surrounding ators, the only link to the outsidi 

sources said Sunday. ethnic-Serb fighters. world, say hundreds or peopli 

The Yugoslav army "re- Serb fighters turned back the have died in and around thei 
sponded fiercely” to artillery truck convoy Saturday within town of hunger and cold. Othe 
attacks Sunday and Saturday sight of Zepa because the road regions have reported similar dis 
from neighbouring Bosnia, Tan- was blocked by logs. In doing so, asters. 

jug. the official news agency of they stopped 80 tonnes of relief Bosnian radio on Saturday re 
Serbian-dominated Yogoslavia. supplies from reaching the town, ported 60 people froze to death ii 
reported without elaboration. where hundreds of people have the last few days in the region o 
No ground troops were m- reportedly died from hunger and Zvomik, on the Serbian borde 
votved, only artillery salvos at cold. 100 kilometres northeast o 

military targets across the border, Barry Frewer, spokesman for Sarajevo, 
according to a source at Yugoslav U.N. peacekeepers, said the con- The cross-border artillery ex 
army headquarters in Belgrade, voy spent the night in Podnxnani- changes between Bosnian am 
It was the first time that Yugos- ja, half way between Zepa and Yugoslav units occurred neai 
la via, now comprised of only Sarajevo, after turning back just Bra tun ac, a Bosnian town 121 
Serbia and tiny Montenegro, has outside Zepa, 65 kilometres east kilometres northeast of Sarajevo 
acknowledged involvement in the of Sarajevo. Local Serb commanders in Bratu 

Bosnian war since May 19. The Cbmmander Frewer said the nac said they were trying to coun 
last Yugoslav units formally pul- convoy on Sunday would try to ter a Muslim offensive they de 
led out on that date, leaving reach Zepa by another route, scribed as foe toughest m th< 
behind tanks and other heavy recommended by Bosnian fight- region since the war began ii 
weapons for Serb rebels. ers. February. 

Since then, both Yugoslav and “There's no draught of pulling The Serb commanders accuser 
Serbian officials have denied back before we have exhausted Muslim-led troops of recent mas 
wide-spread accusations that they all possibilities in getting sacres of civilians in the region 


through,” he said of foe enclave 
that has not received aid since foe 
outbreak of the nearly 10-montfa- 
old civil war. 

Zepa shortwave radio oper- 
ators, foe only link to foe outside 
world, say hundreds or people 
have died in and around their 
town of hunger and cold. Other 
regions have reported similar dis- 
asters. 

Bosnian radio on Saturday re- 
ported 60 people froze to death in 
the last few days in the region of 
Zvomik, on foe Serbian border 
100 kilometres northeast of 
Sarajevo. 

The cross-border artillery ex- 
changes between Bosnian and 
Yugoslav units occurred near 
Bra tun ac, a Bosnian town 120 
kilometres northeast of Sarajevo. 
Local Serb commanders in Bratu- 
nac said they were trying to coun- 
ter a Muslim offensive they de- 
scribed as foe toughest in the 
region since the war began in 
February. 

The Serb commanders accused 
Muslim-led troops of recent mas- 
sacres of civilians in the region. 


Clinton nominee pays fine for hiring illegal aliens 


UTILE ROCK (AP) — U.S. 
Attorney General-nominee 
Zoe Baird and her husband 
Saturday paid a $2,900 fine fo> 
employing illegal aliens in their 
home, a Clinton transition 
spokesman said. 

Communications Director 
George Stephanopoulos said: 
“We are pleased the matter is 
now resolved." 

Mr. Stephanopoulos said in 
a statement that Mr. Cltnton 
"has complete confidence in 
Zoe Baird, whose disclosures 
in this matter have been forth- 
right from the beginning." 

1 “And he looks forward to 
her confirmation and sendee as 
attorney general of the United 
States." he said. 

The fine was a civil penalty 
requested by the Immigration 


and Naturalisation Service 
(INS) paid by Ms. Baird and 
paul gewirtz “in connection 
with the hiring of a babysitter 
and her husband who did not 
have authorisation to work in 
this country." 

Revelations of the employ- 
ment arrangement and failure 
until recent weeks to pay social 
security taxes on the couple 
prompted a call for Ms. Baird’s 
prosecution by House of Rep- 
resentatives Republican whip 
Newt Gingrich of Georgia. 

Mr. Gingrich said Ms, Baird 
had no business in President- 
elect Clinton's cabinet. 

“Dearly she has crossed the 
line.” he said. “You can’t have 
a person who ought to be 
prosecuted, serving in the 
cabinet." 


Bush ready to ‘shift 
gears 9 in four days 


CAMP DAVID. Maryland 
(Agencies) — President George 
Bush said Saturday he was not 
bitrer or resentful over leaving 
the White House and was ready 
to “shift gears” in a few days and 
be a private citizen again. 

“There’s no point in trying lo 
continue something (hat isn’t." 
he said of his presidency, which 
has three more days to run before 
President-elect Bill Clinton is in- 
augurated Wednesday. 

"And I'm trying to conduct 
myself with dignity, and hopeful- 
ly in a spirit of total cooperation 
with Governor Ointon.” Mr.. 
Bush said, adding: “No bitterness' 
in my heart." 

The president made his com- 
ments to reporters at the Camp 
David, Maryland, presidential re- 
treat. He and his wife Barbara 
were spending their final 
weekend at the presidential retreat 
with visiting Canadian Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney and his 
family. 

Mr. Mulroney had just arrived 
in a helicopter and was standing 
beside Mr. Bush as he spoke 
while Mrs. Bush, Mr. Mulroney's 
wife Mila, and three of the Mul- 
roney children lingered nearby. 

“January 20, when I walk out 
of that Capitol. I'm a private 
citizen. And I hope HI be treated 
as a private citizen." Mr. Bush 
told reporters. 

'Tm not looking to sit at the 
head table. I’m not looking to 
have press conferences.” he said. 
“We're gonna really shift gears 
like that." 

Mr. Bush was certain to have 
to spend ar least part of his last 
weekend working on foe situation 
in Iraq. He said he would consult 
with Mr. Mulroney and other 
Gulf war allies as well as the 
United Nations on an offer from 
Iraq of conditional safe passage 
for U.N. planes. 

But there was some time in the 
schedule for relaxing with Mr. 
Mulroney, a good friend of the 


president, and his family. Mis. 
Bush, who spoke to reporters 
before the Mulroneys arrived, 
said they would “visit and bowl" 
at Camp David's bowling alley. 

Several U.S. Supreme Court 
judges were scheduled to drop in 
to see the president. And a 
coun try- western singer, George 
Strait, was to provide the even- 
ing's entertainment. 

After Mr. Clinton's inaugura- 
tion Wednesday. Mr. and Mrs. Bush 
leave Washington for their home 
in Houston. But unlike a number 
of former presidents. Mr. Bush 
was not taking a pool of reporters 
with him on his plane home. 

“On Jan. 20, I'm through with 
press pools," he said. “It shifts 
over lo the new president.” 

But Mrs. Bush, who has said 
she thought the media were 
biased against her husband dur- 
ing the campaign, offered repor- 
ters a different insight into why 
they were not invited on the trip 
out of Washington. 

“Maybe we'll take all those 
people who were for us.” she 
joked. 

The White House personnel 
chief. Constance Horner, sent a 
message lo more than 500 top 
Bush appointees Thursday telling 
them that they, too. were finished 
at noon on inauguration day. Mr. 
Clinton’s transition team had 
hoped to keep some on, at least 
temporarily. 

While Mr. Clinton's inaugural 
festivities commence in the capit- 
al on Sunday, the Bushes will stay 
holed away here atop the Catoc- 
tin Mountains until Monday 
evening. 

Mrs. Bush, clad in her own 
snow parka against the sub- 
freezing chill, sat in a golf cart 
and reflected on Wednesday's 
move to Houston. 

“I’m looking forward to going 
home," she said. “I didn't like 
losing, but I’m looking forward to 
going home. In fact, my head is 
there right now. 


“It is inconceivable to have 
an attorney general nominee, 
someone who is sworn to up- 
hold and enforce the nation's 
laws, doing something tike 
this," Mr. Gingrich said. 

If confirmed, Ms. Baird 
would oversee the (INS), 
which enforces the 1986 im- 
migration reform and control 
act. The law carries civil 
penalties of up to $3,000 per 
count for businesses and indi- 
viduals who knowingly hire 
illegal aliens. 

While the penalties for im- 
migration violations are re- 
latively small, foe penalty for 
social security tax violations 
can involve fines of up to 
$100,000 and prison terms. 

“It is dear that we are creat- 
ing a double standard where 


‘Royal tapes’ 
in full in 
British 

newspapers 

LONDON (AP) — Two Sun- 
day tabloids published full 
transcripts of an intimate, 
taped conversation allegedly 
between Prince Charles and an 
ex-girlfriend. 

The Sunday Mirror and the 
People are the latest newspap- 
ers to reveal all. The transcript 
first appeared last week in the 
Australian magazine New 
Idea. Three Irish and two Brit- 
ish newspapers followed suit. 

Buckingham Palace has re- 
fused to comment on the trans- 
cript. which reportedly captured 
Prince Charles murmuring 
bedtime endearments via port- 
able telephone to Camilla Par- 
ker Bowles. 

Sunday Mirror Editor Colin 
Myler. in a page two statement 
headlined “your right to 
know," saw that the future 
king's royal subjects deserved 
to know foe details of foe 
titillating bedtime exchange. 

“I believe it is wrong that the 
near nine million readers of 
this newspaper should be de- 
nied the right to read some- 
thing so important affecting 
the future king of England, 
when people in Australia, Ger- 
many, America and Ireland 
already have. 

“Yes. I will be criticised. 
Yes. I will be damned, but why 
should the people of Britain be 
treated with such hypocrisy 
and contempt?" 

The people started its trans- 
| dipt on the front-page, with 
| the headline: “Read the royal 
love tape in full." 

In an editorial, the newspap- 
er pointed to widespread cir- 
culation of the transcript in 
some circles. 


such actions can cause a small 
business owner to face jail or 
bankruptcy, but allow Mrs. 
Baird to become attorney 
general," Mr. Gingrich said. 

Members of tne Senate 
Judiciary Committee have said 
they doubt the disclosure will 
derail Mrs. Baird's confirma- 
tion to head the Justice De- 
partment. 

A spokesman for Sen. Trent 
Lott ; (Republican- 
Mississippi). who is coordinat- 
ing Republican scrutiny of all 
Ointon nominees in the Sen- 
ate, said Friday that Republi- 
cans were prepared to question 
Mr. Baird on foe issue but 
that, depending on her 
answers, it probably would not 
be disqualifying. 

“I think it’ll be an issue,” 


spokesman Bruce Lott said. 
“It may not be a killer issue.” 

An attorney for Mr. Baird, 
Thomas H. Belote, said he 
advised her and her husband 
that she was unlikely to be 
fined for what he called a 
technical violation of federal 
immigration law. His letter was 
released by Ointon transition 
officials. 

Ms. Baird is general counsel 
of Aetna Life and Casualty Co.' 
in New Haven. Her husband, 
Paul Gewirtz, is a law profes- 
sor at Yale. 

The Peruvian couple no lon- 
ger works for Ms. Band and 
Mr. Gewirtz. The man left his 
work as a driver for Ms. Baird 
last March, and the woman left 
after the election in Novem- 
ber. 


UNHCR envoy slams 
Cambodia peace force 


PHNOM PENH (Agencies) — 
United Nations goodwill ambas- 
sador Barbara Hendricks has 
urged peacekeepers in Cambodia 
to get tough on ceasefire viola- 
tions or pull out. 

Ms. Hendricks — one of the 
world's leading opera singers — 
told reporters that visits to mine- 
clearing sites, refugee centres and 
resettlement areas and talks with 
Cambodians had convinced her 
the people's main fear was the 
U.N. force's inability to provide 
adequate security. 

“My own personal feeling is 
that if we're going to have a U.N. 
military presence they have got to 
have some authority and stop foe 
ceasefire violations; otherwise, I 
mean, it’s really a farce," she 
said. 

Ms. Hendricks, ar American, 
is an envoy for foe U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 

“If we can’t do it here (achieve 
peace) ...we can’t do it anywhere. 
We might as well dose down foe 
house and give money back,” she 
said, referring to foe $2 billion 
price tag on the mission of foe 
U.N. Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia (UNTAC). 

The U.N. -sponsored peace 
agreement signed in Paris in 1991 
by all four rival Cambodian fac- 
tions paved the way for the 
22,000-strong UNTAC force to 
supervise the running of the 
countiy until elections scheduled 
for next May at the latest. 

But the ambitious accord has 
been lurching from one crisis to 
another because of the armed 
instransigence of the hardline 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla faction 
and an increasing wave of politic- 
al violence sweeping the countiy. 

Ms ; Hendricks said UNTACs 
inability to deal with foe dual 
problems worried her. 

“That is really one of things 
that concerns me most: Their 
(UNTAC) inability or unwilling- 
ness — l don’t know which it is — 


to really deal very forcefully with 
those ceasefire violations," she 
said. 

“I can't say where foe problem 
is but I can say it's not being 
done.” 

Ms. Hendricks, a goodwill en- 
voy for 12 years, said ber next 
opera performance would be to 
sing at foe inauguration concert 
for U.S. President-elect Bill Oin- 
ton on Jan. 19. 

She said she hoped to be able 
to talk to Mr. Ointon to voice her 
concerns about Cambodia direct- 
ly to him. 

Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali plans to visit Cambodia in 
February to lend moral support 
to the fragile U.N. peacekeeping 
operation, foe United Nations 
announced. 

A U.N. statement said Dr. 
Ghali revealed his plans to Hor 
Nam Hong, a member of Cambo- 
dia's interin. Supreme National 
Council and foreign minister of 
the Phnom Penh government. 

“They expressed their hope 
that foe difficulties created by 
one of the political parties would 
be overcome," foe statement said 
in an obvious reference to the 
Khmer Rouge. 

No precise dates were given 
but U.N. sources thought foe visit 
would take place early in Febru- 
ary and be followed by a visit to 
Japan. 

Remains identified 

Human remains dug up in 
Cambodia last year have been 
identified as those of an Amer- 
ican correspondent who dis- 
appeared 23 years ago while 
covering the war in southeast 
Asia, a National Broadcasting 
Corporation (NBC) official said 
Saturday. 

Welles Hangen's remains were 
positively indentified Friday night 
by the U.S. Army central identi- 
fication laboratory in Honolulu, 
said Arthur Lord, a senior pro- 
ducer for NBC News. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sri Lankan rebel leader dies in ship blast 

COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger rebels confirmed 
Sunday that one of their leaders was killed when the ship in which 
be was travelling was intercepted by the Indian navy, Tamil sources 
said. “The Tamil Tiger radio in northern Sri Lanka has announced 
Sathasivam Krishnakumar, alias Kittu, has been killed and the 
rebels are paying homage to him,” a leader of a rival Tamil group 
said Sunday. The leader who did not want to be identified said bis 
information was based on monito ring t he radio station of the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in their northern Jaffna 
peninsula stronghold. Other Tamil sources in Colombo also 
confirmed the rebel amrancement in Jaffna. An Indian Defence 
Ministry spokesman said Saturday navy vessels had surrounded the 
ship, foe Ahal, off foe southern Indian port of Madras after 
discovering It was carrying arms and ammunition. They ordered 
the Ahat to surrender. Instead the guerrillas set off foe explosion. 

Indonesia to get 39 German warships in April 

JAKARTA (R) — The Indonesian navy is to take delivery of 39 
ageing former East German vessels in April, including Corvettes 
and minesweepers, Antara news agency repeated Sunday, Antara 
quoted Rear Admiral Tan to Koeswanto as saying the consignment 
would also indude 14 landing ship transports. Foreign defence 
analysts in Jakarta say the ships will allow foe Indonesian navy to 
play a more effective role in the waters around the archipelago. 

Japan reports epilepsy from video games 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese hospitals have reported at least a dozen 
cases in which children have had epileptic fits while playing 
computer video games, the daily Tokyo Shimbun said Sunday. The 
Citizen’s Hospital in the northern city of Niigata said doctors had 
treated 10 such patients aged between 10 and 15 since 1985. 
Another hospital in northern Miyagi prefecture had reported two 
cases since 1988, Tokyo Shimbun said. Britain recently launched an 
inquiry into whether children could suffer epileptic fits from 
playing computer games after two boys in Cardiff had seizures. 
Japan's Health Ministry said last week that it would investigate foe 
effects of computer games. 

Broadcast of Noriega phone calls probed 

MIAMI (R) — A U.S. grand jury is investigating Cable News 
Network (CNN) in connection with its 1990 broadcast of Manuel 
Noriega’s telephone calls from prison, a Miami newspaper re- 
ported Saturday. Special prosecutor Robert Dunlap has sub- 
poenaed two CNN staff members, demanding they produce tapes 
and other information about the telecast, the Miami Herald 
reported. A CNN spokeswoman confirmed the existence of the 
subpoena, which seeks tapes of foe network’s Noriega telecasts 
from Nov. 9 and 10, 1990, but declined to identify the two staff 
members, the newspaper reported. The probe surrounds a dispute 
between the Atlanta-based television network and U.S. -Judge 
William Hoeveler, who presided over Mr. Noriega's drag trial. Mr. 
Hoeveler had ordered CNN to refrain from broadcasting the taped 
conservations between Mr. Noriega and his lawyers. The leaking of 
the tapes raised the question of whether prosecutors had realised 
an unfair advantage over the deposed Panamanian dictator by 
learning his defence strategy. Last year Mr. Noriega was found 
guilty of cocaine trafficking and is serving a 40-year prison 
sentence. 

Mobutu official dies in Zairean unrest 

KINSHASA (R) — - A senior official of Zairean President Mobutu 
Sese Seko’s party died Saturday, the second day 'of a mass 
campaign to depose the army-backed ruler. Members of Mr. 
Mobutu’s Popular Revolutionary Movement (MPR) said the 
party’s secretary-general, Makoba Bklhno, was scabbed and kicked 
. to death by an anti-Mobutu crowd in Kinshasa. Opposition sources 
said he was threatened by foe crowd, but died of an asthma attack 
as be tried to flee. The Sacred Union opposition alliance has 
declared a week of civil disobedience and an indefinite general 
strike in a campaign to oust Mir. Mobutu. The country’s interim 
parliament Thursday declared Mr. Mobutu guilty of high treason 
and gave him eight days to answer accusations he was blocking 
moves to multi-party democracy or face trial m Zaire's supreme 
court. 

Cuba: No concessions for better U.S. ties 

HAVANA (R) — Cuba will not make any concessions in its 
political principles to restore normal relations with the United 
States, Cuban Foreign Minister Ricardo Alarcon has said. “We are 
not going to make the slightest concession towards a country that is 
in an illegal position," Mr. Alarcon said in an interview carried by 
the Cuban news agency Prensa Latina. He added U.S. hostility 
towards Cuba and a longstanding U.S. economic embargo again st 
the communist-ruled island were “abnormal” in terms of interna- 
tional law. Cnban-U.S. relations, which have been hostile for more 
than 30 years, would ret ur n to normal “from the moment the U.S. 
treats Cuba as a sovereign and independent state," Mr. Alarcon 
said. He was clearly spelling out on Cuba’s position less than a 
week before Bill Ointon was due to take over the U.S. presidency 
from George Bush. Cuban President Fidel Castro has said Cuba 
will never abandon its one-party communist system. 

Police kill Medellin cartel hitman 

BOGOTA (AP) — Police in Medellin shot and killed a leading 
Medellin drug cartel hitman who was a member of the inner 
security circle of fugitive drug boss Pablo Escobar, authorities said 
Saturday. Victor Granada and a group of fellow gunmen travelling 
in two vehicles exchanged gunfire with members of an elite police 
force on a street in western Medellin, the city’s police department 
said. Granada was foe fifth cartel leader to be killed by the army 
and police in the past three months. Police records show be was 
involved in several high-profile assassinations, including the 
December killing of an intelligence police chief in Medellin. 
Officials say Mr. Escobar has ordered his men to kill some 90 
Medellin policemen since escaping from his luxurious prison last 
July 22. The drag boss lias threatened to step up terrorism unless 
authorities relax efforts to track him down. There have been some 
6,000 house-to-house searches in and around Medellin. So for, the 
government has kept pressure on Mr. Escobar by targeting his 
leading hitmen. 

Bangladesh detains lethal syrup manufacturers 

DHAKA (R) — A Bangladesh court has detained two pharmacists 
for trial for manufacturing a paracetamol syrup which killed 
hundreds of children, court sources said Sunday. They said 
Harunur Rashid and Abdur Rab, managing director and director 
of Polycam Laboratories, Bangladesh, surrendered to a court 
dealing with drug offences Saturday. They were ordered to be held 
in custody until their trial. If convicted they face jail sentences of 
up to 10 years, law officials told reporters. The government last 
month banned the sale and use of paracetamol syrup alter doctors 
blamed it for widespread renal failure leading to the deaths of 
hundreds of children. A study by doctors at Dhaka Children’s 
Hospital found that the syrup, a local pharmaceutical product 
which proved very effective against fever, contained diethylene 
glycol, harmful to the kidneys. 

Closure of Filipino-Chinese schools urged 

MANILA (R) — A leader of the Filipino-Oiinese business 
community has urged foe closure of all Chinese schools in the 
country to prevent further kidnappings of local Chinese youths, 

: Manila newspapers said Sunday. James Dy, president of foe 
Filipino-Oiinese Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said the 
government should suspend classes at the schools for the rest of foe 
academic year ending in March unless it can guarantee an end to 
kidnappings. Dy made his proposal while talking to reporter s 
Saturday more than a week after 15-year-old Filipino-Chinese 
school girl Charlene Sy was shot and killed by police m a gun battle 
with her kidnappers. Four kidnappers died in the shootout. “At 
this point, what is important are the lives of the children who might 
I be the next kidnap victim,” Mr. Sy was quoted as saying. 



Film theatre to. 
install loveseats - ■ 

LONDON (R) — A London' - 
cinema plans to install new~ 
loveseats, complete with cofa. j 
do ms, for romantic couples in the ^ 
back row, a newspaper said’ : 
Saturday. Ben Freedman, man--. • 
a gi ng director of the Prince 
Charles Theatre, told the Guar- 
dian newspaper the innovation 
will be ready by Valentine's Day. 
on Feb. 14. “Fifty per cent of 
people who go to the dnema are" 
out on a date,” he said. “So I 
decided to make it easier for 
them," he told the newspaper. ■ 
“And I’ve decided to make con- 
doms inclusive... you never know 
what people will get up to in the 
West End. “he added, referring 
to the capital's entertainment cSs- j 
trict. Champagne, chocolate and . i 
roses will be included in the price- j 
of the Valentine's Day ticket; | 
which has not yet been i 
announced. 

There’s gold in 
them thar trees : 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese experts 
say they can pinpoint under- 
ground gold deposits by testing 
the leaves of certain trees for gold . 
content, the daily Tokyo Shim- 
bun reported Sunday. Analysts a! 
foe Metal Mining Industry Asso- 
ciation, au affiliate of the Trade 
Ministry, told foe daily they had 
studied foe gold content of plains 
growing above 12 gold mines m 
Japan. They had found high Con- 
centrates of fine, powder gold m 
the leaves of three kinds of tree? 

— the gromwell, spicebrush and 
Japanese beech, the daily said 
Association experts said roots' .of., 
these plants were able to absorb 
fine gold dust from underground 
water. The powder then found its 
way into the leaves. Inspecting 
leaves would be much cheaper 
than random drilling for raid 
veins, they told the daily. The 
method could be used to pinpoint 
veins after a general prospective 
area had been designated-iu a 
geological survey, which normal- 
ly uses aerial and satellite photo- 
graphs. The association startedits 
research in 1987 and weald con- 
tinue until next year to collect 
more data, the newspaper said. It - 
did not say if new gold veins had 
been discovered using the 
method. 

Curator put away 
for safe keeping 

DUBLIN (R) — A former cura- 
tor of one of Europe's leading 
collections of Oriental and Isla- 
mic art started a five-year jail 
sentence Friday for stealing 
manuscripts, paintings and other 
artefacts from his own museum. 
David James, 51, pleaded guilty 
to foe theft ‘of artefacts worth 
about $730,000 from -Dublin’s 
Chester Beatty Library and Gal- 
lery of Oriental Art- Mr. James, 
an expert on Islamic art who had 
worked for foe library for 20 
years, was estimated to have - 
matte about $162,000 for himself . 
by selling artefacts to dealers and j 
collectors. Dublin criminal court \ 
heard that most of the stolen g 
items had been recovered. 

Prison course gave 
forger printing skills 

NICE, France (R) — A French 
forger who perfected hrs skills in 
prison has been arrested for 
printing U.S. banknotes worth 
more than $600,000, police said 
Saturday. The forger, Jacky '. 
Lopinot, used a sophisticated col- 
our photocopying machine to - 
print foe $100 and $50 banknotes! 
Police said he improved his tech- . 
nique on a printing course while 
serving a i 8-mcmth jail term for 
forgery in 1991. His teacher was a. 
forger held for producing near- 
perfect French banknotes worth i 
40 million francs ($7 million); Mr. 
Lopinot, 54, and an accomplice 
carrying the forged dollars- in 8- . 
bag were detained in foe Riviera 
resort of Nice Friday. . r 

Immigration boss 
fired over missing 
passports 

DAR ES. SALAAM (R) — The... . 
head of Tanzania’s i mmig jg fi ofl.- 
department has been .fired in'.fl.-. 
scandal over 10,000 aw ■ pas*-; ’ 
ports which were stolen, from foe - 
Foreign Ministry. A government *;. 
statement said Ali Mnyika and ■ 
seven other senior* immigration 
officers had also been sa cked . 
pending investigations - into^ST-' 
srandal. It said that to date d idjr : 
10 passports had been recover^ - 
and the people who-held^tfiMB 
had been arrested. /Mr. Mn£S3r' - 
himself disclosed Thuisday?fo# ^V 
passports worth S25&.000./1?*?; jf 
gone missing from a cbnsignhieBt \ 
of about .80,000 mxiered by^tfeUi 
government from fts^fffisE^SSt - 
ters. They were^fevefaeeri&Bt * * 
to foreign embassies jo dipknua- - 
tic bags. Five people of Somdfi „ J 
ongin have also been arrested ter j 
connection with the theft. ... i i 
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